1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #1

I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Why 1 Peter?

· “One of the most beautiful writings in the New Testament,” E.F. Scott.
· “One of the easiest letters in the New Testatment to read, for it has never lost its winsome appeal to the human heart,” William Barclay.
· “A microcosm of Christian faith and duty, the model of a pastoral charge,” Selwyn.
· “This short, impressive letter is one of the most precious monuments of primitive Christianity, a jewel of the New Testament, worthy to be inscribed with the name of the great Apostle,” Von Soden.
· “A sword which was wielded by a giant,” Luther.
· “This excellent Epistle (full of evangelical doctrine and apostolic authority) is a brief, and yet very clear summary both of the consolations and instructions needful for the encouragement and direction of a Christian in his journey to Heaven, elevating his thoughts and desires to that happiness, and strengthening him against all opposition in the way, both that of corruption within, and the temptations and afflictions from without” Robert Leighton.

· What is 1 Peter About?
· 1 Peter 5:12

· To sustain and encourage Christian readers, whose troubles are alluded to in almost every paragraph.

· Exhortation and testimony characterize the letter

· Exhortation

· Courage, purity, and faithfulness to Christ in the midst of suffering

· Testimony

· Assurance that Christ is the Living Stone and faith in Him is the only hope in the face of opposition and hatred 
· 1 Peter is theological

· Some Key Theological themes we’ll find in Romans:

· Faith
· Grace
· Sanctification
· Patience
· Obedience
· Endurance
· Apologetics & Evangelism

· 1 Peter is a letter

· Key points to keep in mind when reading someone else’s mail:

· Who is the author?

· Who is the audience?

· What ideas and words did they have in common?

· What did those ideas and words mean?
· 1 Peter was written 2000 years ago

· Imagine it is the year 4005ad.  You find a letter with the following sentences:  “We had our backs to the wall.  The situation could not have gotten any worse.  It was truly a ‘Hail Mary’ situation.”

· Can you tell what these sentences meant?  What would help you determine the meaning (e.g., if the author and recipient were Catholic Priests vs if they were football coaches).

· .Did Peter the Apostle really write this letter?
· 1 Peter 1:1

· 1 Peter 5:1 – the author was an eyewitness

· Mt 26:58, 67-69; Lk 22:54, 61

· 1 Peter 2:23 – OT quotation Peter saw fulfilled

· 1 Peter 5:13

· “Babylon” = Rome

· Mark = John Mark, the author if the Gospel of Mark

· “Mark was the interpreter of Peter in Rome,” Papias, d. 130ad

· The role of Silvanus (1 Peter 5:12)

· Secretary?

· Letter-bearer?

· Some Critical Objections (and responses) to Petrine Authorship

· The Greek is too good for Peter to have written

· The Greek of 2 Peter is much worse

· May be accounted for by Silvanus, if he was Peter’s secretary

· It is very possible that Peter knew Greek quite well

· Thousands of Greek inscriptions in Palestine circa 1ad

· Synagogue inscriptions in Greek have been found

· Josephus says that slaves could learn Greek, if they wished, and it was ‘common’ to ordinary freemen

· Some writers, like Joseph Conrad, wrote classic novels in a second language (Conrad’s first language was Polish).  Conrad once remarked he had “never read an English grammar.”

· The persecution Peter refers to did not happen until the 2nd Century

· Support for this argument comes primarily from Pliny’s letter to the emperor Trajan (circa 110ad) in which he describes an ‘official’ Roman persecution of Christians.

· Pliny’s letter says this persecution was occurring for at least 20 years

· Most scholars believe that Peter was martyred in Rome under Nero, in the early to mid 60’s.

· But, the date of Peter’s death is not certain

· And the persecution Peter describes in his letter need not be the later, official Roman persecution.  Indeed, his tolerant attitude toward earthly governments would seem to indicate a time prior to it.

· 1 Peter is too Pauline to have been written by Peter

· This objection presupposes that Peter would have a different Gospel than Paul

· Peter refers to Paul’s letters in 2 Peter 3:15

· Peter’s letter, while similar to Paul in some ways, is distinctive in its own right.

· 1 Peter shows no familiarity with the earthly life of Jesus

· While there are no direct quotes from the gospels, there are a number of references to Jesus’s words and deeds.

