1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #11

I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Review – Chapter 1
· What is 1 Peter About?
· 1 Peter 5:12

· To sustain and encourage Christian readers, whose troubles are alluded to in almost every paragraph.

· Exhortation and testimony characterize the letter

· Exhortation

· Courage, purity, and faithfulness to Christ in the midst of suffering

· Testimony

· Assurance that Christ is the Living Stone and faith in Him is the only hope in the face of opposition and hatred.
· It will be remembered that the book of Acts ends with Paul in Rome.
· Paul writes his prison letters (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) from Rome about 62 or 63 ad.
· Nowhere in these four letters does Paul mention Peter
· Cf. Philippians 2:20-21, Colossians 4:10-11.
· Similarly, if Paul was in Rome, it is hard to understand why Peter does not mention him in either of his two letters.
· These factors suggest that 1 Peter was written after Paul left Rome, in 62 ad.  
· Who was Peter’s audience?
· 1 Peter 1:1.  “scattered” = Greek: diaspora
· these were Jews; but on account of their not being in their own land, and in a foreign country, and therefore said to be "scattered", or "the strangers of the dispersion"; … on account of the persecution at the death of Stephen, when multitudes of the converted Jews were scattered abroad, not only throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, but as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch; see Acts 8:1 and so it may be afterwards throughout the places here mentioned (John Gill’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)
· Peter, then, is writing from Rome to Jewish and Gentile believers scattered across Asia.  What were these believers’ lives like, do you think?
· Peter 1:1-2 is – in a sense – a 2-word sermon.

· Though his readers (and we) are sojourners (and, as Peter will comment on shortly, we will suffer persecution), we may take courage and hope from the fact that God has chosen us.

· Peter says that the primary identity of his readers is that they are God’s chosen – not their nationalities or ethnic background (Jewish or Gentile).

· In 1 Peter 1:4-7, we are called, not to an earthly inheritance, but a portion of the Kingdom of God! 
· Peter provides three “negative” descriptions of our inheritance:
· It cannot die (“death-proof”).  The Greek (aphtharton) means something not subject to decay or dissolution.  See Matt 6:20.
· It cannot spoil (“sin-proof”).  The Greek (amianton) means ‘to color something by staining it.’  It is used in the NT of something sinless and pure (Hebrews 7:26).
· It cannot fade (“time-proof”).  The Greek (amarantinon) means something that is unfading or unwithering.
· Notice the similarity of the three words – this use of three similar words is a kind of rhetorical device used by Greek poets.  It serves to provide an emphasis on each word.
· Why do you think Peter chooses these three “negative” adjectives to describe our inheritance?  Why not something like, “pure, holy, and eternal?”
· Do you believe that God has “reserved” a place in heaven “for you?”  The verb means to “watch over,” to “take care of,” to “guard.”  The “for you” is emphatic in the Greek.  
· Think about that for a moment.  What do you think that place might be like?  What will you see when you look around?  Will there be fragrant scents there?  Will there be colors?  Will there be shadows?  Trees?  Animals?  Who will be there with you?
· How does it make you feel to know that God has prepared a place much, much better than the one you have just imagined for you?
· Does this fact help put present trials in perspective?
· In verse 5, we find the complimentary fact:  Not only is God reserving a place for us in His Kingdom, but He is preserving us so that we cannot fail but to receive our inheritance.
· The verb rendered “shielded” in the NIV (“protected” in the NASB) is a military term (e.g., Phil 4:7).  Why do you think Peter chose this word to describe God’s protection?
· In verses 8-12, the idea is that the prophets were diligently searching for the Messiah and the time and circumstances of His coming.
· Does this mean the prophets knew nothing about Messiah?
· “Surely, Christ should also give the prophets the same scathing rebuke that He gave to the men on the road to Emmaus for being ignorant of his person and work from the OT” (Walter Kaiser).
· Peter says that the angels “long” to look into these things.  The word “long” means a strong desire.
· The word “look” has the idea of “snooping,” of peeking in from outside.
· What are the angels “seeing” as they watch our progress towards our ultimate “salvation of the soul?”  
· Are our lives any less interesting to angels than the lives of believers in Peter’s day?  Is God any less active in salvation history now than He was then?
