1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #13
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Review – Chapter 1 (part 3)
· Why do you think Peter here calls God “Father?”
· I have made your name known to the men you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

(John 17:6 ISV)
· Fear = ________________________
· Prov 23:17
· Is Peter teaching a works (or deeds) based righteousness?  If not, then why does he say that God judges according to our deeds?
· ________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________
· Conduct yourselves speaks to the entire pattern of a person’s life.
· The word ‘conduct’ in Greek is closely related to “behavior” in verse 15.  The same idea is expressed in both verses – be holy in all you do; in all you do, fear the Lord.
· The NASB reads “your stay on earth,” but the Greek is literally ‘your exile’ (NIV:  Live your lives as strangers).
· Compare 1 Peter 1:1
· Notice (verse 18) that the ways of sinfulness are inherited from our forefathers.  Do you think Peter is here primarily addressing Jews or Gentiles?
· “Way of life” is the same word for “conduct” = total pattern of one’s life.
· Eph 2:10
· How does Peter characterize our previous lives?
· Can you think of something that you were “redeemed out of” that you previously thought was fun or worthwhile, but now know to be futile?
· How would you restate verses 20-21 to someone who has never read the Bible before?
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· ________________________________________
· The word “believers” in verse 21 is the Greek word for faith: pistos.
· How do we define Biblical faith?
· K________________ (Luke 1:77)
· A _______________ (Mark 4:20)

· T _________________ (Isaiah 50:10)

· C _________________ (Luke 9:23)

· In verse 22, the Greek word “obedience” (hypakoē) literally means “to listen under.”  It conveys the idea of closely listening to a Master or Instructor and doing what He teaches.
· What is the truth?  In what ways should be obey the truth?
· John 13:34
· “Love of the brethren” = Greek Philadelphia
· “Fervently love one another from the heart” = Greek agape
· This is Peter’s first specific application of the general commands to holiness in verses 13 – 21.  It is a reminder that one of the first marks of genuine growth in Christ-likeness (both in individuals and in churches) is earnest love for fellow Christians.
· It also gives encouragement that that human weaknesses and long-ingrained personality flaws can be dramatically and permanently changed through a vital relationship with Christ and other believers.
· The power of God’s Word cannot be underestimated.  It is the “common-denominator” among all testimonies you will ever hear – the word of God preached (1 Peter 1:25) or read.
· If this is true, what should be one of the key goals when we speak with non-believers?
· When should this happen?
· Key Points in 1 Peter 1:

· Doctrinal Foundation

· God’s Sovereignty (“chosen” to be exiles”)

· God’s Salvation (“reserved in heaven” “we are guarded”)

· Application

· Be joyful! (Even in trials)

· Because you are saved

· Because you have been bought with a great price

· Because you have received that which the prophets and angels yearn to see

· Don’t be conformed to your former lusts

· Be Holy

· Fear God

· Love One Another
