1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #15
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Draw Near to God (1 Peter 2:4-8)
· The verb translated “and coming to Him” is often used in the book of Hebrews and in the Greek translation of the Old Testament to mean “draw near to God” for the purpose of worship and communion (e.g., Exodus 12:48; Hebrews 4:16).

· Some versions translate this as a command (“Come to Him…” RSV), but the sense is more correctly captured in the NASB and NIV.  The verb in the Greek does not command the readers to approach Christ; it describes what they were already doing.

· In the Old Testament, who could ‘draw near’ to God in worship?

· How has this changed in the New Testament? ______________________.

· Why? ______________________________________________________.

· Who is the “living stone?” _____________________________.
· Why do you think Peter chose this metaphor?

· Matt. 16:16

· 1 Peter 1:3; 1:23

· John 6:51

· Rev 2:8-10

· The Greek word for “stone” (lithos) is used for a building stone, one that is fashioned and prepared for its final purpose.

· “Rejected by men…chosen by God”

· Peter here contrasts the human and divine perspectives about Jesus.

· Who rejected Jesus when Peter was writing?

· In what sense was Jesus “chosen by God?”  For what purpose?
· ___________________________________________________.

· In what way does this contrast encourage us as believers? _________________________________________________________.

· Peter extends the “living stone” metaphor to include all believers.  In what ways are we “like” the Living Stone of verse 4?
· 1 John 3:2

· 2 Peter 1:4

· John 14:19

· “Built up” = “edify” – refers to sanctification, the process whereby God conforms us to the image of His Son.

· The edifice being “built up” is a ‘spiritual house.’

· 1 Peter 4:17

· What specific ‘house of God’ do you think Peter is referring to?

· Peter emphatically promotes the doctrine of the ‘priesthood of all believers.’

· He is writing to all members of the churches he is addressing.

· He does not single out a specific priest class of believers.

· “Spiritual” does not mean immaterial, but governed by the ___________________.

· What was the function of the priests in the Old Testament?
· Sanctified by God (Ex 29:44)

· Unblemished (Lev 21:17ff)

· In charge of the Tabernacle (Num 18:1, 5, 7)

· Offering sacrifices (Lev 1:1-6)

· Lighting the lamps of the sanctuary (Ex 27:20-21)

· Keeping the sacred fire burning (Lev 6:12-13)

· Burning incense (Ex 20:7-8)

· Blessing the people (Num 6:23-27)

· Purifying the unclean (Lev 15:30-31)

· Teaching the Law (Deut 33:8-10)

· Conducting the sacred music (1 Chr 23:5-30)
· Ministering to the people (2 Chr 35:3)

· Ministering to the Lord (Deut 10:8)

· The ‘spiritual sacrifices’ are offered to God through Jesus Christ; it is through His atoning sacrifice that we are able to draw near and offer our own sacrifices.  What are these ‘spiritual sacrifices?”

· Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 10:31; Phil 4:18; Heb 13:16

· Peter now quotes several Old Testament passages to support what he has just written.  The phrase “For this is contained in Scripture” (literally, “for it stands in Scripture”) provide conclusive evidence, able to be trusted completely. 
· The word translated “Scriptures” is the Greek graphē.  It means “writings,” but in all 51 of its NT occurrences, it always refers to the Old Testament writings (never the Apocrypha).

· But, see 2 Peter 3:16 and 1 Tim 5:18

· Read Isaiah 28:16.  The Hebrew text reads: “He who believes in it”
· The Greek Old Testament (the LXX) read: “and he that believes on him”
· Read Isaiah 8:14-15.  Who is the “stone” in this passage? __________________.

· In verse 9, there are two possible interpretations:

· God ordains both the stumbling and the disobedience:

· “Double Predestination”

· Grudem, Gill

· God ordains the punishment of disobedience, but not the disobedience itself:

· “Free Will”

· MacArthur, Hiebert, Bigg

· “These were not appointed by God to disobedience and unbelief.  Rather, these were appointed to doom because of their disobedience and unbelief.  Judgment on unbelief is as divinely appointed as salvation by faith” (MacArthur Study Bible).

