1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #17
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Live the Gospel Among Unbelievers (1 Peter 2:11-12)
· “Beloved….”  This is an archaic term, but one which we might well restore in the church today.  “Dear friends” (NIV) is too weak.  Phillips paraphrases it aptly: “I beg you, as those whom I love.”
· Peter expresses his Pastor’s heart, his deep love and concern for his readers.

· “I urge you…” is not quite as strong as the Greek (parakaleō - to beg, entreat, beseech).
· “Aliens and strangers” reminds us that, as Christians, our homes are not here on earth, but in heaven (cf., 1 Peter 1:1, 4).
· Peter’s words have the following force: “Because you are aliens and strangers, abstain from fleshly lusts…”
· Fleshly lusts (“sinful desires” – NIV) are not appropriate for the Christian’s heavenly homeland.
· Galatians 5:13-21
· Peter has already told us not to let our lives be molded by such desires (1 Peter 1:14); here he says they should not even let such desires be active in their lives.
· “Abstain” is in a tense in Greek that means “continually…”  Continually, constantly avoid these desires; do not let yourself indulge in them at any time.”
· If Peter commands his readers to “abstain” from these inward desires of the flesh, what does this imply about our ability to resist them?
· Compare Peter’s command to our modern culture that exalts ‘feelings’ over self-control.
· Proverbs 16:32: 25:28
· “War against your soul…”  (Greek strateuō – to serve as a soldier).  The tense, as with “abstain,” signifies “continually waging war…”
· The desires of the flesh may not seem harmful at the moment of temptation, but Peter says that in reality, they are enemies which inflict injuries to our souls, making us spiritually weak and ineffective.
· The mature Christian recognizes this spiritual damage, knows from whom it comes, and flees the desires of the flesh (1 Peter 5:8).
· Re-read Galatians 5:19-21.  For each deed of the flesh, think of a specific way in which contemplating such a deed (even if you don’t act on it) would weaken you spiritually.  Remember, being tempted is not a sin; but committing a sin in your heart is just as sinful as acting on it (e.g., Mat 5:28).
· “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles…”  Who are the “Gentiles?”
· See Matthew 5:16 (also 1 Peter 3:1).
· Compare John 18:10.  What lesson has Peter learned?
· “Slander you as evildoers…”
· The word translated as “evildoers” has the sense of “criminally evil” in John 18:30 (its only occurrence outside 1 Peter).
· Christians were “hated for their abominations” and followed a “mischievous superstition” according to Tacitus (AD 55-117).

· Suetonius (born AD 70) reports with approval that Nero persecuted Christians, who were hated throughout the empire.

· In the second century, Christians were accused of cannibalism, atheism, haters of the human race, human sacrifice, prostitution, and setting slaves against their masters.

· But, see Matthew 5:11.

· How does this situation in Peter’s day compare to our own?

· “Because of your good deeds, as they observe them…”
· What kind of evangelism is Peter recommending, when we are persecuted?

· “Glorify God…”

· Whenever Peter uses “glorify,” he means genuine worship of God.

· “In the day of visitation.”

· Commentators take this phrase in one of two ways:

· “A day of visitation,” meaning the times when God “visits” people in mercy or judgment (Luke 19:44).

· This would mean that by observing the good deeds of Christians, the Gentiles are converted when God ‘visits’ them in His mercy (regeneration).  This is the view of Grudem, Hiebert, and Bigg.

· “The Day of Visitation,” meaning the Second Coming.

· Some commentators say that this meaning refers the ‘forced’ worship of God in the Day of Judgment (e.g., Phil 2:10-11).

· Do you this meaning fits the context? (see comments on “Glorify God,” above).

· I think “the Day of Visitation” is the correct meaning, but in the sense that those who give glory to God in that day will have been converted by observing the good deeds of Christians.  This is the view of Michaels.
· It is by continually avoiding the desires of the flesh (by walking in the Spirit) that we can respond to slander and other persecution by doing good deeds.  And by doing good deeds in these situations, we may evangelize some unbelievers without saying a word.  

· Unbelievers are watching us – noting our every misstep.  But they also see our good deeds, and God tells us through Peter, that these good deeds will, when observed, be the ‘tools’ the Father will use to draw His elect to Christ.  And that is encouraging!
