1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #2
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Peter’s Message
· Last week we saw that there is no good reason to deny that Peter the Apostle is the author of this letter.
· There is considerable evidence that from the earliest times, Peter was regarded by the Church as the author of 1 Peter.
· Polycarp (d. 155ad) quotes 1 Peter several times
· Papias  (d. 130ad) is reported by the early church historian Eusebius to have quoted 1 Peter several times.
· Irenaeus (circa 185ad) quotes 1 Peter and attributes the quotations to the Apostle Peter
· Eusebius (circa 325ad) writes in his Ecclesiastical History that 1 Peter was recognized as everywhere as part of the New Testament, and had been revered as genuine since the days of the Apostles
· Peter writes from “Babylon” (5:13) – a codeword for Rome.
· Eusebius reports that Peter was in Rome with Mark “at the end.”  He wrote:  “Papias says that Peter mentions Mark in his first Epistle, and that he composed this in Rome itself … referring to the city metaphorically as Babylon.”
· Tertullian, writing in 203 ad, wrote: “Rome…where Peter endures a passion like his Lord’s!  Where Paul wins his crown in a death like John’s!”
· For “Babylon,” see Rev 16:19; 17:5; 18:2.
· The literal Babylon is extremely unlikely – there were no known Christian churches or even Jewish synagogues there during the 1st Century.
· It will be remembered that the book of Acts ends with Paul in Rome.
· Paul writes his prison letters (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) from Rome about 62 or 63 ad.
· Nowhere in these four letters does Paul mention Peter
· Cf. Philippians 2:20-21, Colossians 4:10-11.
· Similarly, if Paul was in Rome, it is hard to understand why Peter does not mention him in either of his two letters.
· These factors suggest that 1 Peter was written after Paul left Rome, in 62 ad.  
· Who was Peter’s audience?
· 1 Peter 1:1.  “scattered” = Greek: diaspora
· these were Jews; but on account of their not being in their own land, and in a foreign country, and therefore said to be "scattered", or "the strangers of the dispersion"; … on account of the persecution at the death of Stephen, when multitudes of the converted Jews were scattered abroad, not only throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, but as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch; see Acts 8:1 and so it may be afterwards throughout the places here mentioned (John Gill’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)
· But, see 1 Peter 1:18; 2:10; 4:3-4
· Peter, then, is using language formerly referring to Israel to now refer to the Church – which was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles.  Indeed, we may conclude that the majority were Gentiles, given what Peter writes in the verses mentioned above.
· Peter, then, is writing from Rome to Jewish and Gentile believers scattered across Asia.  What were these believers’ lives like, do you think?
· We have already said that Peter purpose in 1 Peter is to exhort and provide his testimony that the grace of God is more than sufficient to see believers through persecution – that Christians are to “stand firm” in the sure knowledge of their salvation through Christ.
· Why do you think this letter has not received the attention some of the other New Testament books have? (Compare to Romans or 1 John or one of the Gospels, in terms of the number of commentaries available, or the times someone names it as their favorite book).
· Peter is very practical
· It teaches us how to respond to persecution.  Is persecution a popular topic?
· What do you think persecution was like under Nero?
· How many people would list persecution as one of the top 5 reasons why it is difficult to share the Gospel?
· In Eastern Europe, Christians who were believers under Communist rule consistently list 1 Peter as one of their favorite books
· What other places do you know where Christians are being persecuted for their faith today?
· Do you think we have seen a rise in persecution of Christians in the last 10 years?
· Have you personally experienced persecution for your faith?
· How do people normally react to persecution?
· Does this fact make you want to study 1 Peter all the more?
· What do you think an evangelist in the Sudan or China would say to someone in the U.S. who is reluctant to share his/her faith?
