1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #20

I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Be Subject to Your Masters – Part 2 (1 Peter 2:20-25)

· In verses 19-20, Peter gives the reason that we must submit, even to evil masters.  How would you put his reason into your own words?

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Notice that Peter does not say that we should bear suffering on our own, but "for the sake of conscience toward God."

· What do you think Peter means by this phrase?

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· “Con-science” = “with knowledge” (the same is true of the Greek suneidêsis)

· “The Christian servant’s knowledge of God, shared with his fellow believers, and his inner awareness of God’s will and presence, stimulates and enables him to accept that has his duty; his personal awareness of God’s approval enables him to do so”(Hiebert, 1 Peter).

· “endures” carries the idea of bearing up under a burden.

· What is the natural reaction of someone bearing a heavy burden?

· ____________________________________________

· By contrast, what does Peter say we as servants of Christ must do?

· ____________________________________________

· Read Matt 5:38 – 48.  Do you see any parallels with what Peter is teaching, here?

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· “It is most extraordinary when an innocent person accepts unjust suffering with patience and equanimity.  But then, Christians are expected to be extraordinary people” (Mounce, A Living Hope).

· Read verses 21 - 23.  What did Christ do during his trial?

· Notice the shift from "a person" to "you."  Peter knew that his readers were going through the very trials he is writing about.  

· Also, the “if” in verse 19 is what is called “a first-class conditional” in Greek – assuming the truth of what is said:  Such suffering was a reality for Christian house servants (and, since Peter’s reasoning is based on Christ and His suffering, applies to us as well).
· "Finds favor with God..."  "Whenever there is such suffering and endurance, there is a thrill of delight started through the very heart of God, and from the throne God stoops to say, Thank you!" (FB Meyer).

· Interestingly, Peter does not refer only to his own experiences with Jesus to prove that He was sinless, but quotes Isaiah 53.  Why do you think he quotes the Old Testament rather than give his own testimony?   Or does he?
· Read Isaiah 53.  Aside from the direct quote in verse 22, how many other allusions can you find in 1 Peter 21 - 25?

· _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The natural human response when reviled and persecuted is to fight back.  Why does Peter tell us not to do this?  Whom should we trust?

· __________________________________________

· "Kept entrusting..."  has a continual sense:  "kept on entrusting..."

· What did Jesus 'entrust' to the Father?

· _____________________________________

· What should we entrust to the Father?  Why?
· ____________________________________
· Notice that we are not told to merely "hold in" our angry reaction to suffering for doing right - we are told to not be angry at all.  How is this possible?

· Colossians 3:25

· We can rest assured that God will right all wrongs.  And we can seek God's mercy for those who do evil to us, even when we do right.

· We seek for wrongdoers not forgiveness without cost, but forgiveness through the greatest price ever paid, through their salvation and repentance.

· Verse 24 is an explicit statement of the heart of the Gospel.  

· Cf., Isaiah 53:6; 2 Cor 5:21

· What does Peter say is the purpose of Christ bearing our sins?

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The word “Guardian” (NASB): “Overseer” (NIV) is the Greek “episkopon” (“Elder/Overseer”).  It is closely related to “Shepherd” in the Greek, reflecting a pastoral function.

· This is the only time in the NT where Christ is called “Overseer.”  It stresses an active, caring leadership.  Christ not only leads, feeds, and sustains His own, He also guides, directs, and protects us.

· If we fully appreciate what Christ did for us on the Cross, we will want to live righteous lives.  And righteousness includes following Peter's Apostolic command to submit to employers - even evil ones.  This may be the hardest command for some of us to follow, but follow it we must, trusting God to judge justly, and set all things right in the end.

