1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #26
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

The Spirits in Prison (1 Peter 3:19-20)

·  “He made proclamation…” (verses 19-20)
· Who are the spirits in prison?
· Unbelievers who have died?
· OT believers who have died?
· Fallen angels
· What did Christ preach?
· Second chance for repentance?
· Completion of redemptive work?
· Final condemnation?
· When did He preach?
· In the days of Noah?
· Between His death and resurrection?
· After His resurrection?
· Angels or men?
· 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6; Mat 8:16; Heb 1:14 (angels)
· Luke 16:23-24; 2 Peter 2:9; Mat 27:50; Luk 23:46; John 19:30 (men)
· Key:  When were the spirits disobedient?

· Were angels disobedient then?
· Were men believers or unbelievers then?
· What was God doing during this time?  Why?
· “Patience” (Greek: makrothumia) carries the sense of waiting expectantly for something.
· 1) patience, endurance, constancy, steadfastness, perseverance
· 2) forbearance, longsuffering, slowness in avenging wrongs
· And the Lord said, ‘This evil generation shall not stand before me for ever, because they are flesh, and their works are evil. A term (or length) will I give them, an hundred and twenty years, if they may be converted.’ (Targum Onkelos, Genesis 6)
· Did God wait for angelic repentance or human?
· What did Christ preach?  Does the text say?  A lot depends on when He preached! When did He preach?
· Apostle’s Creed
· Reflects the agreement of the Early Church Fathers that Christ descended into Hell/Hades during his 3 days in the tomb.
· How much weight should we give their virtually unanimous testimony?
· They were a lot closer to the Apostles’ teaching that we are.
· Most spoke Greek natively or understood it far better than we do.
· But, they are not inspired by God!
· But, Luke 23:43
· “How can the Lord immediately fulfill His promise to the thief, ‘Today you shall be with me in Paradise?’ if indeed after the crucifixion, Christ was in Hades setting free the Dead; rather, it is proper that the thief go to Hades…” Hesychius of Jerusalem (d. 434AD).
· If He descended into Hell (either during the 3 days in the tomb or afterwards), what did he preach?
· “Spirits in prison” vs “Spirits NOW in prison”

· ‘Now’ is not in the Greek.
· May be added for clarification
· Apocryphal Book of Enoch
6.1 And it came to pass, when the sons of men had increased, that in those days there were born to them fair and beautiful daughters.

6.2 And the Angels, the sons of Heaven, saw them and desired them.  And they said to one another:  "Come, let us choose for ourselves wives, from the children of men, and let us beget, for ourselves, children."

14.3 As He has created, and appointed, men to understand the word of knowledge, so He created and appointed me to reprove the Watchers, the sons of Heaven.

· Some scholars think that the Book of Enoch was widely known by Jews and Christians in the first Century (see Jude 14-15), and would have instantly recognized the reference to ‘spirits in prison’ as coming from this apocryphal book (dating from at least 100BC).
· On this view, Christ descended into Hell to ‘preach’ or “proclaim” judgment on angelic spirits (or on human spirits).
· Problems:  
· Why are these spirits singled out for this proclamation?
· There is little evidence that it was widely known outside Ethiopia, where it originated (but, see Jude 14-15!).
· Also, the Book of Enoch portrays humans from Noah’s day also being confined in Hades awaiting final judgment.
· It is not clear how this proclamation would encourage Peter’s audience.
· Key:  Who is Peter pointing to that is the example of suffering and being saved in this passage?
· Could Peter have understood that it was Christ who ‘preached’ through Noah?
· 1 Peter 1:11
· 2 Peter 2:5
· What are some similarities between Noah and Peter’s audience?
· ____________________________________
____________________________________
· ____________________________________
· On this view, Christ ‘went’ to Noah through inspiration of the Holy Spirit to preach righteousness and repentance when the Ark was being built.  The spirits of those in rebellion are now confined in ‘prison’ awaiting judgment.  But Noah lived righteously and ‘witnessed’ though words and deeds, and he was saved by passing through the waters of the flood.  So, too, Peter’s audience (and we) are called to persevere through trials and persecution, living and preaching the Gospel – indeed, the same Spirit that inspired Noah inspires us today – and we are saved by His power, which we symbolize by water baptism (see verses 21-22).
