1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #3
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Peter’s Greeting (1 Peter 1:1-2)
· Peter
· Why not Simon or Simon Peter (as in 2 Peter 1:1)?

· Ancient letters almost always begin with name of the sender, the name (or a description) of the recipient(s), and a greeting.

· Apostle of Jesus Christ

· What are the qualifications of an Apostle?

· See Peter’s list of basic qualifications in Acts 1:21-22 (see 1 Cor 9:1 for Paul’s defense that he is an Apostle).

· “Apostle” is the only office in the NT church which is said to be “of Jesus Christ.”

· What did the Apostles have in common with the OT prophets?

· 1 Corinthians 14:37; 2 Peter 3:15-16

· Compare to Paul’s Greeting in Romans and Galatians.

· Why does Paul establish his apostleship more than Peter does?

· Why does Peter say that he is an Apostle?
· Was Peter the first Pope?

· To the Elect Sojourners
· to the elect who are sojourners of the Dispersion (ASV)
· To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion (ESV)
· To those who reside as aliens, scattered … who are chosen (NASB)
· To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered (NIV)
· eklektois) [TO "THE" ELECT] (parepidēmois) [SOJOURNERS](Interlinear Greek)
· What does “elect” mean?

· What does “sojourner” mean?

· In what ways were the Christians Peter was writing to “sojourners?”

· In what ways are WE sojourners?

· Peter is – in a sense – preaching a 2-word sermon.

· Though his readers (and we) are sojourners (and, as Peter will comment on shortly, we will suffer persecution), we may take courage and hope from the fact that God has chosen us.

· Peter says that the primary identity of his readers is that they are God’s chosen – not their nationalities or ethnic background (Jewish or Gentile).

· of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia
· Dispersion = “Diaspora”
· Why does Peter refer to the Dispersion here? (or does he?)

· What does it signify that Peter is writing to Christians in many places?  Where and to whom would the letter have been read?
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· according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
· What does “according to” mean?
· WHAT is according to the foreknowledge of God?
· Peter intends here, as throughout his letter, to comfort his readers.  How is it comforting to understand that that those who merely ‘sojourn’ do so because of God’s foreknowledge?
·  By the sanctifying work of the Spirit

· What does “sanctifying” mean?

· Set apart for God’s Purposes

· Sanctification (being conformed to Christ’s likeness)

· This if a further indication of God’s kind intention towards His chosen ones – not only does He foreknow and choose, but he sets us apart from the world and makes us Holy.  Is it any wonder that the world hates us?

· To obey Jesus Christ

· The purpose of our being chosen!

· Is this a reference to initial belief and repentance, or to the Christian’s ongoing walk in obedience?

· How does our being obedient make us the world’s enemies?
· On the other hand, see 1 Peter 3:13

· And be sprinkled with His Blood

· What does this phrase allude to in the OT? (Lev 4:13-17; 14:1-7).
· A continuing walk not only of obedience, but of forgiven sin

· May Grace and Peace be yours in the fullest measure
