Grace Under Fire
Class #5
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Joy in Our Salvation – Part 1 (1 Peter 1:3)
· How can Peter “bless” God?  Isn’t it God that blesses us?
· Compare 2 Corinthians 1:3 and Ephesians 1:3.
· Is Peter borrowing from Paul?
· See Gen 14:20; Ruth 4:14; 1 Sam 25:32; Psa 28:6; etc., etc.
· this does not mean an invoking or conferring a blessing on him; neither of which can be, for there is not a greater than he to be invoked, nor can anything be added to his blessedness: but God may be blessed by his creatures when they speak well of him, and his wonderful works of creation, providence, and grace; when they ascribe all their mercies, spiritual and temporal, to him; give him the glory of them, and express their thanks for them in heart, lip, and life; and such a blessing of God for a special and spiritual favour, the grace of regeneration, is intended here (John Gill).
· The Author of our Salvation
· The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
· Compare:  John 20:17
· In what sense is the Father the “God” of Jesus Christ?
· His God since the __________________
· In what sense if He the “Father” of Jesus Christ?
· His Father from all _________________
· The Father relates to His Son in much the same way that an earthly father relates to his son:
· The Father plans and directs
· The Son gladly obeys
· The Father sends the Son
· The Son comes from the Father
· The Father creates “through” the Son (John 1:3; Col 1:16)
· All things come from the Father through the Son
· For Jesus’ description of His relationship with the Father, see John 5:19ff.
· Paul encourages us to praise God, even in the midst of our trials.  Why?
· His Act of Mercy
· Our salvation is “according to” His great mercy
· Same word (Greek kata) “according to” in verse 2
· Our salvation is always depicted in the NT as “according to God’s mercy” – not on the basis of His foreknowledge (as is the status of Peter’s readers) or on our merits or future good works, but simply by God’s purely gracious election.
· “Born again” = Greek anagennaō = to cause to be born again
· The sense is active, not “been born again” (RSV) but “cause to be born again” (NASB) or better, “has begotten us again” (KJV).
· Peter echoes consistent NT teaching (e.g., John 3:1-8; 1 John 5:1-4; 18; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15) that the basis of Christian life if an actual participation in a new God-given life (Regeneration = born again).
· In the 2nd Century, anagennaō began to be used of baptism
· Some commentators believe Peter is quoting from a baptismal liturgy; but it may be the other way around!
· We are born again into a “Living” Hope
· The hope is alive and active, filling us with peace, joy, love – all the fruits of the living Spirit that dwells within us.
· It is an energizing principle for a new life
· What do all living things do?
· “But if, from the time when it is supposed to take place, there is not growth, nothing can be admitted as evidence that it occurred at all” (Nathaniel Williams).
· We are place “into” a new life, a living hope, a new realm of spiritual existence
· Compare Romans 8:4-6
· “Hope” is best understood as ‘trust’ or ‘expectancy’
· Our God-given life has delivered us from hopelessness (Eph 2:12)
· Christians are truly justified in viewing the future with optimism, regardless of present trials.
· The basis of our hope is the historical fact of the Resurrection
· The Resurrection is the crowning point of Salvation History
· But it is also the guarantee of our resurrections
· AND the source of our present “spiritual resurrection / rebirth”
· “Our hope is anchored in the past: Jesus arose!  Our hope remains in the present: Jesus lives!  Our hope is completed in the future: Jesus is coming! (Edmund Clowney).
· From the dead
· Christ’s victory over death and the Atonement is the origin of our new life in Christ – our justification.
· What significance does Peter’s focus on our salvation have for us today?  How should it govern our presentation of the Gospel?
· Do people think they need to be saved in our society?
· Do most Christians think they need to be saved?
