Grace Under Fire
Class #6
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Joy in Our Salvation – Part 2 (1 Peter 1:4-7)
· In verse 3, Peter tells us that we are born “into a Living Hope.”
· In verse 4, he gives a second aspect of our great salvation:  We are born into an “inheritance.”
· What do Christians “inherit” from God?
· In the OT, see Numbers 26:53-55; 32:19
· In the NT, see Ephesians 1:13-14; Colossians 3:23-24; Hebrews 9:15
· We are called, not to an earthly inheritance, but a portion of the Kingdom of God! 
· Peter provides three “negative” descriptions of our inheritance:
· It cannot die (“death-proof”).  The Greek (aphtharton) means something not subject to decay or dissolution.  See Matt 6:20.
· It cannot spoil (“sin-proof”).  The Greek (amianton) means ‘to color something by staining it.’  It is used in the NT of something sinless and pure (Hebrews 7:26).
· It cannot fade (“time-proof”).  The Greek (amarantinon) means something that is unfading or unwithering.
· Notice the similarity of the three words – this use of three similar words is a kind of rhetorical device used by Greek poets.  It serves to provide an emphasis on each word.
· Why do you think Peter chooses these three “negative” adjectives to describe our inheritance?  Why not something like, “pure, holy, and eternal?”
· Do you believe that God has “reserved” a place in heaven “for you?”  The verb means to “watch over,” to “take care of,” to “guard.”  The “for you” is emphatic in the Greek.  
· Think about that for a moment.  What do you think that place might be like?  What will you see when you look around?  Will there be fragrant scents there?  Will there be colors?  Will there be shadows?  Trees?  Animals?  Who will be there with you?
· How does it make you feel to know that God has prepared a place much, much better than the one you have just imagined for you?
· Does this fact help put present trials in perspective?
· In verse 5, we find the complimentary fact:  Not only is God reserving a place for us in His Kingdom, but He is preserving us so that we cannot fail but to receive our inheritance.
· The verb rendered “shielded” in the NIV (“protected” in the NASB) is a military term (e.g., Phil 4:7).  Why do you think Peter chose this word to describe God’s protection?
· This concept of God’s active protection against his people ever “losing their salvation” is called the Preservation (or Perseverance) of the Saints.
· See John 6:39
· Does this fact encourage you, even if you seem to be facing a severe trial?
· Peter (like Jesus) balances the Divine origin of our inheritance with the ‘human’ side – “through faith.”
· “Faith Alone” in “Christ Alone” through “Grace Alone.”
· What does Peter mean by a “salvation ready to be revealed?”?  Aren’t Christians already saved?
· What does “ready” imply?
· In “this” you greatly rejoice!  “This” = ____________________________.
· If we are NOT rejoicing, why are we not?
· At last, Peter refers directly to “trials.”  Notice that he qualifies the trials as “if necessary” (NASB, ESV – the Greek ei deon [“if needful”] is not translated directly in the NIV).  
· When would trials be “necessary?”
·  “Various trials” (NASB) = “All kinds of Trials” (NIV)
· What is the purpose of God allowing His people to suffer?  See verse 7!
· The proof of your faith = a test with proves something to be genuine.  (see the NIV).
· The goal of testing is not the test itself, but the “refined” faith that results – a genuine faith that will truly glorify God when Jesus returns.
· In what ways would genuine faith ‘praise, glory, and honor” God?
