Doctrines & Differences

Homework due Week #2

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Read pp. 1-9 of “The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity” by B.B. Warfield.  Don’t be overly concerned about Warfield’s response to Keckermann, Valentinus, and Jonathan Edwards (pp 2-4) – these are not important to our study.  Instead, focus on the points pointed to in each of the questions, below.

Answer the following questions:

1. Warfield defines the Trinity as “there is one only and true God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are three coeternal and coequal Persons” (p. 1).  Without consulting other theological sources, can you rephrase Warfield’s definition in your own words?

	

	

	

	

	


2. A Jehovah’s Witness acquaintance of yours tells you that the Trinity is “just a pagan doctrine coming from dozens of ‘trinities’ in false religions.”  Are there really pagan trinities?  Use Warfield’s discussion starting in the last paragraph on page 1 to answer your acquaintance:

	

	

	

	

	


3. Warfield says that the Trinity is “indiscoverable by reason” (p 2).  Is this true?  Can you think of any analogies from nature that explain the Trinity (water/ice/steam; past/present/future time)?

	

	

	

	

	


4. Warfield’s analogy of the dimly lit but well-furnished room (p. 7) is justly famous, because it beautifully illustrates a profound truth about the Trinity in the Old Testament.  Pretend your cousin is considering becoming a Mormon.  She writes to you, saying that the Trinity is nowhere in Old Testament.  Use Warfield’s discussion to help her see that she is wrong:

	

	

	

	

	


5. Starting on page 8, Warfield begins discussing the New Testament evidence for the Trinity.  Your cousin writes to you, saying, “I just see the Trinity defined anywhere in the Bible.  Even B.B. Warfield, a great Trinitarian scholar, writes: ‘the term Trinity is not a Biblical term, and we are not using Biblical language when  we define what is expressed by it.’”  You know that your cousin probably hasn’t read all of Warfield’s article, and is probably quoting a piece of Mormon literature that takes Warfield out of context.  Use some of Warfield’s points about the Trinity in the New Testament to correct your cousin’s views:

	

	

	

	

	


