Doctrines & Differences

Class #15

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Deity of the Holy Spirit

· If the Holy Spirit were a Person, who would He be?

· He is identified as God

·  Lying to the Spirit is lying to God (Acts 5:3-4)

· He is identified as Yahweh 

· What Isaiah said Yahweh said in Isa 6:9-10, Paul asserts the Holy Spirit said (Acts 28:25-27)

· What David said Yahweh said in Ps 95:7-11, the author of Hebrews asserts the Holy Spirit said (Heb 3:7-9)

· He is equated with the Father and Son in Mat 28:19 (the “Name”)

· He is often mentioned alongside the Father and Son (1 Cor 12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 2:18; 1 Pet 1:2) – no other person or “force” is ever so mentioned.

· He has attributes associated with God alone

· Eternal (Heb 9:14, John 14:16)

· Omnipresent (Ps 139:7-10)

· Omnipotent (Ps 104:30, Ro 15:19)

· Omniscient (Isa 40:13-14; 1 Cor 2:10-11

· Sovereign (John 3:8)

· Creator (Gen 1:2; Job 26:12; 33:4; Ps 104:30)

· Regenerates (Ezek 37:1-14; John 3:5-6; Titus 3:5)

· Resurrects (Exek 37:12-14; Ro 8:11)

· Acts with authority in the Church (Acts 13:2, 4; 15:28; 16:6-7)

· He affected the virginal conception of Christ (Matt 1:18-20; Luke 1:35)

· Leads believers to faith in Jesus as Lord (1 Cor 12:3)

· Leads believers to call God “Father” (Rom 8:15-16; Gal 4:6)

· If the Holy Spirit is a Person, He can only be God.  So – is He a person, distinguished from God?

The Personhood of the Holy Spirit

· He comes from the Father (John 15:26)

· He is sent by the Father and the Son (John 16:7; 14:26)  See also John 14:18; Acts 2:33; 16:7; Ro 8:9-10

· Personal pronouns are used of Him 

· John 15:26; 16:13-14 – “Paracletos” = “he”

· Acts 10:19-20  - “I”

· Acts 13:2 – “me”

· Personal activities

· Speaks (Mark 13:11; Acts 13:2; 21:11; 1 Tim 4:1; Heb 3:7; 10:15

· Reveals (Luke 2:26; 1 Peter 1:11)

· Guides into all truth (John 16:13)

· Teaches (Luke 12:12; John 14:26)

· Comforts, counsels, helps and loves the believer (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; Rom 15:30; James 4:5)

· Encourages (Acts 9:31)

· Warns (1 Tim 4:1)

· Appoints to office (Acts 13:2; 20:28)

· Is grieved (Isa 63:10; Eph 4:30)

· May be lied to (Acts 5:3)

· May be resisted (Acts 7:31)

· May be blasphemed (Matt 12:31-32)

· He gives gifts to whom He wills (1 Cor 12:11)

· “Another Comforter” (John 14:16) Greek:  ALLON PARAKLĒTON

· Compare 1 John 2:1; Greek PARAKLĒTON

· ALLON = another of the same kind; hETEROS = another of a different kind

For Further Reading:

A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, Dr. Robert L. Reymond

Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem

The Mystery of the Holy Spirit R.C. Sproul

