Doctrines & Differences

Class #17

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Canon of Scripture – The Old Testament

· Class Exercise

· The Book of Josiah

· Dates from about 300BC (about 135 years after the last book of the OT)

· Claims to be the record of the prophet Josiah

· Contains historically accurate details, with only a few minor errors

· Celebrates Yahweh as the only true God of Israel

· Has clear references to a divine Messiah who will be God’s Son

· Teaches that giving alms to the poor can atone for sin

· Laments Israel’s lack of faith and encourages her to be faithful and obedient

· Predicts the fall of Jerusalem and the scattering of God’s people

· Calls on the faithful to pray for dead loved ones

· Should this book be added to the Old Testament?  

______________________________________

· List at least 3 reasons why or why not

1. ______________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________

· What is a “Canon?”

· Why is the Canon important?

· The Word of God is a written Word

· Ex 32:16; Deut 31:24-26; Josh 24:26; 1 Sam 10:25; 1 Chron 29:29; 2 Chron 20:34; 2 Chron 26:22; Jer 30:2)

· God demands that we do not add to His Word, nor remove anything from it (Deut 4:2; compare: Rev 22:18-19)

· Why did Joshua ‘add’ to the Word of God?  Why did all the other Biblical authors after Moses?

· The Origin of the Old Testament Canon

· The Jewish Bible contains all the books of the Protestant OT

· Jewish literature outside the Bible attests that the prophets ceased speaking God’s Word shortly after the last OT book was written (1 Maccabees 4:45-46; 9:27; Josephus, Against Apion, 1.41).

· Rabbinic literature also reflects similar conviction, stating that the Holy Spirit departed from Israel “after the latter prophets …had died” (Sota 48b; Sanhedrin 11a, midrash Rabbah on Song of Songs, 8.9.3).

· Jesus and the NT writers consistently refer to the Law, Prophets, and Writings – the 3 divisions of the Jewish Bible.

· Jesus and the NT writers quote OT books (as we know them) over 290 times; Jude quotes 1 Enoch and Paul quotes pagan poets, but never as the Word of God – only for purposes of illustration

· Criteria for inclusion in the OT Canon

· See your 3 reasons, above!

· God’s Providential Care is involved in the transmission of Scripture

· What about the Apocrypha?

· What are the Apocryphal Books?

· 1 & 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, the Rest of Esther, the Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, Song of the Three Children, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, the Prayer of Manesseh, 1 & 2 Maccabees.

· Appeared in the “Septuagint” (Greek translation of the Hebrew OT)

· No Hebrew text behind any of the Apocrypha

· Some Apostolic Fathers referred to some of the Apocrypha as Scripture, but the earliest writers did not.

· Several Fathers specifically excluded them from the Canon

· In 1546 the Council of Trent officially recognized the Apocrypha as Scripture and they have been included in Catholic Bibles ever since.

· It will be remembered that Trent was a response to Luther and the Reformation.

· The Apocrypha contain teachings that Luther sought to reform out of the Catholic Church, such as prayers for the dead, penance to atone for sin, and justification by faith plus works.

· Trent thus affirmed that the Roman Catholic Church has the authority to define what is and what is not Scripture; the Protestant churches have instead professed that no one can make something Scripture – it can merely affirm what God has already authored as Scripture.

· The analogy of the policeman and counterfeit money

· Teachings found in the Apocrypha

· Judith, 1 Maccabees, and Tobit contain historical, chronological, and geographical errors

· Judith and Tobit justify falsehood and deception and make salvation depend upon works of merit

· Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of Solomon teach a morality based on what is expedient

· Wisdom teaches creation from pre-existent matter

· Ecclesiasticus teaches that alms-giving atones for sin

· Baruch teaches that God hears the prayers of the dead

· The Apocrypha are interesting in a number of ways – historically, linguistically, and theologically.  But they do not belong in the Canon of Scripture and have no authority over our thought or life.

· Conclusion

· With regard to the OT, Christians today should have no worry that anything has been added to God’s Word, nor that anything necessary for salvation has been left out.

· Mormons teach that “many plain and precious things” have been removed from our Bible – and they include the OT in this statement.  How would you answer them?

For Further Reading:

The Old Testament Canon of the New Testament Church, Roger Beckwith

The Canon of Scripture, F.F. Bruce

Introduction to the Apocrypha Bruce Metzger

