Doctrines & Differences

Homework due Week #4

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Read pp. 19-27 of “The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity” by B.B. Warfield.  Then read the article “The Should You Believe in the Trinity Tract and the use of Scholarly Quotations.”

Answer the following questions:

1. Detractors of the Trinity often say that simply because Paul and other NT writers often combine the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in the same verse or passage, that this does not prove the Trinity.  Warfield talks about this practice in Paul on page 27, and quotes 2 Cor 8:14.  If the Son were not God and the Spirit were not a person, do you think Paul could attribute “grace” and “communion” to them?  Why or why not?

	

	

	

	

	


2. Detractors almost always claim that “the Son of God” does not mean that the Son is God – but rather must be “derived” from God, or made by Him, as a human son is begotten or made by his earthly father.  Read over Warfield’s discussion of “Son of God” on page 22, then read John 5:18.  What would “The Son of God” have meant to the Jews living at the time of Jesus?

	

	

	

	

	


3. Imagine you are discussing the “Should You Believe in the Trinity” tract with a Jehovah’s Witness.  What key question or questions would you want to ask that might cause the Witness to doubt the authority of the Watchtower?

	

	

	

	

	


4. Suppose you are able to get the Witness to admit that the Watchtower seems to have been deceptive in their use of scholars in the “Should you Believe” tract.  Pick on text from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament that you can share with the Witness to help her see that the Trinity is, indeed, a Biblical doctrine:

	

	

	

	

	


5. Read John 20:28.  Jehovah’s Witnesses have a difficult time explaining this verse in light of their theology.  Some argue that Thomas is simply making an exclamation – sort of like, “Oh my God!”  Others say that Thomas is addressing Jesus as “My Lord” but Jehovah as “My God.”  These arguments, however, do not really make sense when the verse is considered carefully – John tells us that Thomas “answered and said to him,” thus making it clear that Thomas is not crying out in surprise, nor addressing God in heaven with half of his statement.  Thomas is addressing Jesus as his God.  What would you say to a Jehovah’s Witness that might help him understand that Thomas has come to recognize that Jesus is truly God (remember what we’ve learned about God being one):

	

	

	

	

	


