Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #13
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Justification by Faith  (3:21 – 31)

A New Era of Righteousness (3:21 – 26)
· Martin Luther called this section of Romans: “the chief point, and the very central place of the Epistle, and of the whole Bible.”

· Read these four verses over and state why you think Luther could give this section of Romans such high praise:
_______________________________________

__________________________________
· What do the two words “But now” at the beginning of verse 21 signify?
1. How would you summarize what Paul has been saying prior to this (1:18 – 3:20)?
2. Why is “now” different than what has come before?
· We discussed the phrase “the righteousness of God” when we covered Rom 1:17.  What does this phrase mean?
3. Note:  The NASB (“the righteousness OF God”) is more accurate than the NIV (“the righteousness FROM God”)
4. What is the source of the revelation of the Righteousness of God?
· Why is it important for Paul to stress that the Righteousness of God is “apart from the Law?” 
· And how is this related to this Righteousness being “witnessed by the Law and the Prophets?
5. “A shadow never gives birth to substance, but substance to shadow.  The shadow of the law answers exactly to the substantial righteousness of the Gospel, from which the shadow arose, and testifies that they belong together” (James Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans, p. 60).
· Paul says that the righteousness of God come by what?  
· God acts through Christ to put people in a right relationship with Him – but what must people do in response?
· Paul says that there is “no distinction” between Jews and Gentiles – the Righteousness of God is available to ALL who believe – how does this compare with what Paul said about the way God will judge Jews and Gentiles in Chapter 2?
· Paul offers a summary of something he has said previously in verse 23.  Go back and find the section Paul is summarizing (hint, it starts in Chapter 1 and ends in Chapter 3!).
· How does this summary statement relate to there being “no difference?”
· Does Paul say that all men come equally short of God’s glory?  If not, then what is his point?
· Read James 2:10.  How does this compare with verse 23?
· “Being justified as a gift” (NASB) or “justified freely” (NIV) signifies that we do nothing to ‘earn’ salvation – does this mean that all sinners are justified?
· What does “justify” mean? 
· Paul gives three facts about justification in verse 24:
1. It is _____________.

2. It comes by ___________. (see Eph 2:4-5).

3. The means by which we obtain justification is ______________.

· “Propitiation” (NASB, KJV) or “sacrifice of atonement” (NIV)?
· Propitiation = “to placate someone’s ______________.”
· The Greek word here is hilastērion.  “that which atones or propitiates, a means of atonement, a gift to procure atonement.”
· Read Hebrews 9:5.  The word translated “mercy seat” is hilastērion.  What was the “mercy seat” or “atonement cover” (NIV)?  In what Jewish festival does the mercy seat have a prominent role?
· What sins has God “passed over?”
· How is God both “just” and “justifier”?
“There can be no gospel unless there is such a thing as a righteousness of God for the ungodly.  But just as little can there by any gospel unless the integrity of God’s character can be maintained” (James Denney).
