Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #14

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Justification and the Law (verses 3:27 - 31)

· Paul has just completed a paragraph that Martin Luther called “the heart of the letter, and indeed of the whole Bible.”  Paul has summarized the key aspects of the Gospel - God’s faithfulness, His justice, His mercy, the atonement.  Now he focuses on one key element of salvation:  _____________________________.
· Paul make 3 points about this element:
1.  _______________________

2. ________________________

3. ________________________

· Compare Mark 1:17 - 27:  How can anyone be saved? __________________.
· Compare 1 Cor 1:26 - 31:  How should we boast? ______________________.
· Compare Eph 2:1 - 10:  When do we do “good” works? _________________.
· Compare Eph 1:4-6
1. What was God’s plan before the foundation of the world? _________________________________.
2. What is the purpose of His plan of salvation? _________________________________.
· What does God the Holy Spirit do concerning sin (John 16:8)?
· Why is conviction necessary (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-19)?
· What is needed before anyone can know the truth (2 Tim 2:25)?
· Who grants repentance? ___________________.
· Who causes growth in the believer? (1 Cor 3:6) ____________.
· Who will cause resurrection to occur? (1 Cor 6:14) __________.
· Into whose image will God conform us? (Rom 8:29) _________.
· What is going to happen to every believer? (Phil 3:20-21)
· What is Christ’s desire for those who are His? (John 17:24)?
· Given all this, list all the reasons we cannot boast about our salvation:
· How can we avoid inappropriate boasting?

· In verses 29-30, Paul uses the basic understanding of God from the OT - namely _____________, to underscore that God is God to both Gentiles and Jews.
· In verse 31, Paul stresses that his gospel of salvation through faith does not nullify the Law, but upholds it.  How does salvation by faith uphold (or confirm) the Law?  This is a trick question - Paul doesn’t answer just yet.  But read ahead to Romans 8:1 - 4 for a big hint!
