Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #15

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Justification and the Law (verses 3:27 - 31) – Let’s Review…

· What is needed before anyone can know the truth (2 Tim 2:25)?
· Who grants repentance? ___________________.
· Who causes growth in the believer? (1 Cor 3:6) ____________.
· Who will cause resurrection to occur? (1 Cor 6:14) __________.
· Into whose image will God conform us? (Rom 8:29) _________.
· What is going to happen to every believer? (Phil 3:20-21)
· What is Christ’s desire for those who are His? (John 17:24)?
· Given all this, list all the reasons we cannot boast about our salvation:
· How can we avoid inappropriate boasting?

· In verses 29-30, Paul uses the basic understanding of God from the OT - namely _____________, to underscore that God is God to both Gentiles and Jews.
· In verse 31, Paul stresses that his gospel of salvation through faith does not nullify the Law, but upholds it.  How does salvation by faith uphold (or confirm) the Law?  This is a trick question - Paul doesn’t answer just yet.  But read ahead to Romans 8:1 - 4 for a big hint!
The Faith of Abraham (4:1 – 25)

The same things Paul says briefly and generally in 3:27 – 31, he says again in more detail in reference to Abraham in Chapter 4.  This chapter is an elaboration of and Biblical justification for Paul’s gospel.

	Romans 3:27 – 31
	Romans 4

	Boasting is excluded (v. 27)
	Abraham had no right to boast (vv. 1-2)

	…because one is justified by faith, not works of the law (v. 28)
	…because Abraham was justified by faith, not works (vv. 3-8)

	Circumcised and uncircumcised are united under the one God through faith (vv. 29 – 30)
	Circumcised and uncircumcised are united as children of Abraham through faith (vv. 9-17).


Faith versus Works in Abraham’s Justification (4:1 – 8)

· Abraham and the Promise
· Genesis 12: 1-3 – God calls Abram to leave his home and take up residence in the Promised Land.  God promises to:
· Make of Abram a great nation;
· Bless those who bless Abram;
· Bless all peoples of the earth through Abram
· Genesis 15 – God confirms his promise by entering into a covenant with Abram.  He promises that Abram will have a child to inherit God’s promise.  Abram “believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (v. 6).  God goes on to promise that Abram would take possession of the Promised Land and confirms his promise in a sacrificial ceremony.
· Genesis 17 – When Abram is ninety-nine years old, God again appears to him and renews his promise to give him innumerable descendents.  As a sign that Abram would be the father of many nations, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham (“father of many”).  He also reaffirms the promise of the land.  In recognition of God’s promise, God requires Abraham to circumcise his male descendants.  God also tells Abraham that the many nations that Abraham is to foster will come through his wife, Sarah.  She will bear a son, Isaac, who will carry on the line of promise.
· Genesis 21:1-7 – God fulfills his promise by blessing Abraham and Sarah with a son.
· Genesis 22:1-18 – God tests Abraham’s faith by requiring him to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Abraham obeys the Lord, but his hand is stayed at the last minute.
· The Jews thought Abraham was “perfect in all his deeds with the Lord’ (Jubilees, 23.10) and “did not sin against” the Lord (Prayer of Manasseh 8).  Is this true?
· What Paul find striking about the story of Abraham is not that he was “perfect” (he wasn’t!), but that God credits _____________ to Abram immediately after Abram ________________ God.
· Paul draws two conclusions from this interpretation of Genesis 15:
· Abraham has no basis for ______________ before God.
· The distinction between __________ and ____________.
· What is that distinction, according to Paul?
