Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #15

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Faith of Abraham (4:1 – 25)

· Abraham and the Promise

· Genesis 12: 1-3 – God calls Abram to leave his home and take up residence in the Promised Land.  God promises to:
· Make of Abram a great nation;
· Bless those who bless Abram;
· Bless all peoples of the earth through Abram
· Genesis 15 – God confirms his promise by entering into a covenant with Abram.  He promises that Abram will have a child to inherit God’s promise.  Abram “believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (v. 6).  God goes on to promise that Abram would take possession of the Promised Land and confirms his promise in a sacrificial ceremony.
· Genesis 17 – When Abram is ninety-nine years old, God again appears to him and renews his promise to give him innumerable descendents.  As a sign that Abram would be the father of many nations, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham (“father of many”).  He also reaffirms the promise of the land.  In recognition of God’s promise, God requires Abraham to circumcise his male descendants.  God also tells Abraham that the many nations that Abraham is to foster will come through his wife, Sarah.  She will bear a son, Isaac, who will carry on the line of promise.
· Genesis 21:1-7 – God fulfills his promise by blessing Abraham and Sarah with a son.
· Genesis 22:1-18 – God tests Abraham’s faith by requiring him to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Abraham obeys the Lord, but his hand is stayed at the last minute.
· Faith versus Circumcision in Abraham’s Justification (4:9-12)

·  Paul has just shown that since Abraham was given a free gift of justification, based on his faith, works had no part in saving him.  Paul now makes a similar point about circumcision
· Circumcision was first given as a rite to ___________________.
· Circumcision was a reminder of God’s ____________.
· Circumcision “set apart” God’s people and was central to their understanding of themselves as Jews.  It became even more important during the inter-testimental period, due to persecution and the Diaspora (the spread of Jews throughout the Mediterranean region).
· On what basis does Paul prove that Abraham was not saved by circumcision?
·  In what chapter of Genesis did God pronounce Abraham righteous?
· In what chapter of Genesis did God introduce the rite of circumcision?
· If circumcision is not a requirement for salvation, what is it?
· Paul calls it a ___________ in verse 11.
· What Christian rite is similar to circumcision?  Why?
· In what sense does Paul say that Abraham is the “father of all who believe?”
· How is Abraham father to the Jews?
· How is Abraham father to the Gentiles?
Faith versus the Law in Abraham’s Justification (4:13-17)

· The Jews in Paul’s audience might have said, “OK, Paul, we agree that Abraham was not saved by works, nor was he saved by circumcision.  But you said yourself that “the doers of the Law will be justified” (1:13).  So, we Jews have the Law through Abraham and the prophets, therefore we can be saved if we follow the Law - just like we’ve always believed!”
· Read verses 13 - 15 carefully.  How does Paul respond to this objection?
· How is “faith made void” if God’s promise depends on the Law?
· What does the Law bring about?  Why?
· When did the Law come to Abraham (see Gal 3:17)?
· So, could it have played a role in his salvation?
· What does Paul mean by saying, “where there is no Law, there is no violation (“Transgression” = NIV)?
· Greek for “violation” = parabasis.  For Paul, parabasis is always a sin against a specific rule or law.
· Paul is not saying that apart from the Law, there is no sin.
· In verse 16, Paul says the promise is “guaranteed.”  How can the promise be guaranteed if it is by faith, according to grace?
· Paul quotes Genesis 17:5.  In the OT, this probably refers to Abraham’s physical descendents.  Paul takes this verse and applies it to Abraham’s spiritual descendents as well.
· Who are the “dead” to whom God give life?  And in what sense does God bring into being “that which does not exist?”
· Notice that Abraham trusted God “hope against hope.”  In what way did Abraham believe “hope against hope?”  In what ways is God asking us today to trust Him “hope against hope?”
· What encouragement can we take from Paul’s teaching about Abraham’s faith?  In what ways are we like the Jews in Paul’s day, trusting in ‘works’ or ‘rites’ or ‘legalism?’
