Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #17

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Abraham walked by Faith, Not by Sight (4:18-25)

· Class Exercise:

· Write Verses 19 - 20 in your own words:

· 19 _________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· 20  ________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· Read Genesis 17:17.  Does this sound like Abraham “was fully persuaded that God had the power to do what He had promised?”  (v. 21). 
· What does Abraham’s initial response to God’s promise remind you of in your own experience in coming to faith?  Or that of someone you know who initially resisted God’s call?
· What encouragement can we take from what Paul says about Abraham’s faith, in light of Abraham’s initial reaction?
· When Paul says that Abraham’s story “is for us also,” what do you think this means?  Why do you think Paul stressed this point?
· The parallel ideas that close this chapter embrace the two primary articles in the Christian creed:
· Sin
· He was delivered over because of our sins
· Grace
· He was raised because of our justification
· Had Jesus’ atonement not been sufficient, could He have risen from the tomb?
· Summary:  According to Paul, Genesis proves:
· Justification by Faith (not Circumcision or the Law)
· Children of Abraham are heirs of the Promise
· The Faith we have in Christ is the same as Abraham’s faith
