Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #19
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Justification by Faith Secures Final Salvation (Rom 5:1-11)
· Summarizing what we’ve learned so far:
· Gentiles are without __________ for rejecting God. (Chapter 1)
· Jews are without _____________ for not following God’s Law (Chapter 2)
· How many seek after God? ____________ .  (Chapter 3)
· How many do good? ________ . (Chapter 3)
· Who is justified by the Law? __________. (Chapter 3)

· We are saved by ___________ not the Law. (Chapter 3)

· Who is the Old Testament “poster boy” for this kind of salvation? _______________. (Chapter 4)

· When was he justified? _____________________. (Chapter 4).

· Imagine you are a devout Jew in the first Century.  You’ve been raised all your life believing that you were ‘saved’ because of your heritage.  You have tried to keep the Law, but you know you’ve failed.  Paul has just proclaimed the “good news” that there is a way apart from heritage and the Law to be saved.  What do you think some of your first questions to Paul might be?

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· Paul anticipates these questions in the next section of his letter.

· List two kinds of “peace:”

· ___________________

· ___________________

· Which of these do you think Paul means and why?

· When were we justified?  Notice the past tense verb phrase: “have been.”

· When did we receive the grace Paul talks about in verse 2?  Is this grace permanent or temporary?  Notice the present tense verbs “have” and “stand.”
· How often must we be declared righteous?

· Paul speaks about the “hope” we have in “the glory of God” in verse 3.  What does “hope” mean here?

· Write a sentence using ‘hope’ in the sense of hoping for something that may or may not happen:______________________________________.

· Write a sentence using ‘hope’ in the sense of hoping for something that will certainly happen: ________________________________________.

· Which sense of “hope” do you think Paul means?  Why?

· ___________________________________________

· Write your own definition of “character:” ___________________.
· Does patience, constancy, endurance come at the moment of conversion?  If not, when do they come? _________________________.

· How do they come? _______________________________.

· How does ‘character’ produce “hope?”

· ______________________________________________.

· “A person who has a worthy thing in view, like the glory of God, is prepared to withstand trials; but he who has no hope in the future frets under afflictions or seeks to avoid them.” James Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans, p. 90.

· Paul’s first point in chapter 5:

· The hope of glory through justification by faith cannot be destroyed by trials, because instead of overthrowing, they strengthen it.

· Why does Paul say that our hope will not disappoint us? ___________________.

· So, who is the author of our hope? __________________________.

· Paul points to the character of God’s love in verse 6.  The Holy Spirit pours out God’s love into our hearts, even when we are _______________.
· This fact fortifies our ________________.
· Paul draws a sharp distinction between the love we may express for our fellows (by, on rare occasions, sacrificing ourselves for a ‘righteous’ person or an innocent child), but God’s love is far greater than this, sacrificing His Son for us when we were ungodly.
· Verses 9-10 focus on our assurance of salvation.
· Paul’s argument breaks down like this:
· If we are reconciled (have peace) with God even when we were God’s enemies, can He not remain reconciled to us (which insures salvation) now that we are His friends?
· In what sense are we “saved” now by Christ’s life? _____________________________________________________.
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· In verse 11, we return to rejoicing in God’s mercy – our “At-One-Ment”!
