Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #22
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Released from Sin’s Power Through Union with Christ (Rom 6:5 - 14)
· In the first four verses of Chapter 6 (covered last week), Paul emphasized being united with Christ in His death.  What should we now be dead to, according to Paul? __________________________________.
· In the next 16 verses, Paul emphasizes our union with Christ in His resurrection.  The same ______________ that Jesus received in rising from the tomb is ours when we are reborn.
· This is the ground upon which Paul can say that we are “dead to sin.”
· One can only share in Christ’s resurrection life except by first _______________.
· In verse 6, how can we “know this?” _________________________.
· What does Paul mean by “old self?” _______________________.
· When Paul says, “He who has died is freed from sin” in verse 7, do you think Paul is saying that Christians should no longer sin?  Why or why not? ______________________________________________________________.
· So, what does Paul mean by “freed from sin?” ______________________________________________________________.
· Notice that according to Paul, the cross not only buries “sins” (our individual sins), but the “body of sin.”  (Note:  the Greek for “done away with” is better rendered “made powerless”).
· Paul uses the metaphor of a kingdom to portray our transfer from sin into life, through Christ:
	The Old Realm
	The New Realm

	In Adam
	In Christ

	Old Man
	New Man

	Slaves to sin
	Slaves to Righteousness

	Doom to Eternal Death
	Destined for Eternal Life

	Ruled by the Law
	Ruled by Grace

	Dominated by the Flesh
	Dominated by the Spirit


· When we come to Christ, we are transferred into the new realm.  We must, however, keep in mind that the old realm does not simply cease to exist for us.  It will remain until Christ’s return in glory.  We can celebrate our redemption into the new life, but we must remain vigilant against the insidious influence of the old realm, with its non-Christian ways of thinking and behaving.
· Read Romans 4:3.  Now read 6:11.  The word for ________________ in 4:3 is the same word as _______________________ in 6:11.  How does this fact affect the way you understand what Paul is saying here? _________________________________________________________________.
· Notice that Paul does not say that we must depend upon a “feeling” in our hearts or upon a mystical experience.  Paul tells us to conclude about ourselves what God has declared about us in the Gospel of faith:  Namely this:  If the Gospel says we are dead to sin in Christ, we must say it is so; if the Gospel says that we are alive in Him, we must reckon it to be so.  This “reckoning” rests on the Gospel – not on our experience of the Gospel!
· The Gospel includes not merely forensic justification (being declared righteous), and not merely the forgiveness of all our sins, but also the redemption of our souls from the realm of sin.  If we are in Christ, we will no longer allow sin to be our Master (Greek KYRIOS – “Lord”).  Jesus is our ONLY Lord (Jude 4).
· Notice that when God “reckons” us as righteous, we do not immediately become righteous.  So, too, when we ‘”reckon” ourselves pure, we do not immediately become pure.   But Paul says that we must not let “sin reign in our mortal body.”  
· It is the ‘reckoning’ – first and foremost by God, but also by us about ourselves – that is the chief power of the believer over sin.  Before we accept Christ, we have a body of sin; afterwards, our body is a temple of the Lord.  And we can resist sin and not let it rule our lives if we continue to live according to the way we ‘reckon’ ourselves (that is, the same way God ‘reckons’ us!).
· “Let no sin reign” is more than just an appeal to willpower.  The ideal Christian life is not a constant battle with sin, but victory over it.  Not until we see ourselves as sinless in Christ by death and resurrection can we find the right approach to the sinless life.  In other words, if we ground our efforts to resist sin in ourselves, we will fail.  If we ground our efforts in Christ, we will have the victory He has already won.
· The Gospel is the only means by which sinners can be saved (1 Tim 1:15).  It alone can justify the “ungodly” (Romans 4:5).  But the Gospel cannot tolerate obedience to sin.  It is not the will of the sinful man this is to be done, but God’s will.
Personal Application:

Prayerfully and thoughtfully consider if there is any aspect in your life in which you remain under obedience to sin.  Read Romans 6:1-14 every day this week.  Before you read, confess any sins and ask God to forgive you.  After you read, pray that God will help you to understand that you have truly died with Christ, and this sin no longer holds mastery over you.  Ask Christ to reign in your life completely.
