Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #23

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Freed from Sin, Enslaved to God (Rom 6:15 - 23)

· The second half of Chapter 6 is almost a repeat of the first half.  But Paul has a slightly different focus.  Paul is talking about the transfer of kingdoms believers experience - from sin's kingdom to Christ's kingdom.  In the first half, Paul focused on dying to sin so that sin is no longer our Master; in the second half, Paul focuses on what it means to be alive in Christ's Kingdom
· In verse 15, Paul anticipates a question his readers may have at this point:  If we are under grace, and grace abounds when there is sin, why can't we go on sinning, so that grace will increase?
· Paul's answer is that we must choose between serving a master - Sin or obedience.  Why doesn't Paul say that we must choose between "freedom" and "obedience?"
· What does Paul say that being a slave to sin leads to?______________.
· What does Paul say being a slave to obedience leads to? ______________.
· In verse 17, why does Paul thank God? ________________________________.
· What is the "form of teaching" the Romans have committed themselves to? ___________________.
· What does the Gospel demand that we confess about Jesus? ________________________.
· If Jesus is our _____________, what does this mean for us as believers in practical terms?
· 
__________________________________
· 
__________________________________
· 
__________________________________
· In the beginning of verse 19, Paul acknowledges that the metaphor of being a "slave" is not precise when it comes to describing our relationship to Christ.  List two ways the metaphor is accurate:
· 
_____________________________
· 
_____________________________
· ...And list two ways that the metaphor is not accurate:
· 
_____________________________
· 
_____________________________
· Notice that Paul uses the "just as" comparison between our old lives being slaves to sin and our new lives being slaves to Christ.  Why do you think Paul says "Just as...."?  In what way is our new life like our old? ___________________________________________________________________________________.
· What does Paul say righteousness leads to? ___________________________________.
· In verse 20, Paul says that as unbelievers, we were "free" from righteousness.  But what does that "freedom" lead to in verse 21? _________________________________.
· The word translated "benefit" in this verse is karpos, which means "fruit."  Paul's thought here is much the same as Jesus, when He says, "by their fruit you shall know them."  The lives of unbelievers are characterized by certain behaviors and patterns, which are easily seen.  These patterns and attitudes lead to ____________________.
· In contrast (v. 22), believers are slaves to ________________ and produce fruit that leads to eternal life.
· The good works that believers do as a result of their new life in Christ form an overall pattern that Paul calls "sanctification" (NASB) or "holiness" (NIV).  Read Leviticus 11:45 and 1 Peter 1:16.  In what way can believers actually be "holy" as God is holy? ______________________________________________________.
· "We did not serve to be saved, we are saved to serve" - James Stifler, Epistle to the Romans, p. 116.
· Finally, we come to verse 23 - one of the most-memorized and quoted verses in the Bible.  We usually hear it out of context, but we now have a chance to place it in the context Paul originally placed it.
· The word "wages" originally meant ___________________________.  How does this amplify what Paul is saying? _______________________________________________________________________________________.
· Paul has been warning us throughout this chapter that the lifestyle of sin leads to eternal death and condemnation.  Believers who have died to sin will no longer lead lives characterized by obedience to sin.  Still, it is easy for us to take sin too casually, to take God's grace for granted.  Paul's warning, therefore, is just as much for us who proclaim faith in Christ as it is for the unbeliever.
· The positive side of this verse is an encouragement also, for those of us who believe.
· Martin Lloyd-Jones writes that there are three essential contrasts in this verse that are central to Paul's teaching of the Gospel:
· 

1.  The Master served (Sin or God)
· 

2.  The outcome of that service (death or eternal life)
· 

3.  How that outcome is reached (a wage earned or a gift received)
· What is the final title Paul closes this chapter with? _______________ Why is this significant? __________________________________________________________________________________.
So, Paul answers the question, "Shall we continue to sin" with the Gospel, the work of Christ.  How can one continue in a state of sin if he has already been delivered from it?  Death was due wages of sin, and that death was paid by Christ.  If it is, then, no longer service to sin, but service to God, then life is needed - for a dead man cannot serve God - and Christ's life is reckoned ("credited") to the believer.  Belief in the Gospel is the power against sin, and belief is to reckon oneself as God reckons.  Belief in Christ delivers from Sin and sinning.  Christ is the Victor, and His Victory is ours.

