Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #25
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Coming of the Law (Rom 7:7 - 12)

· Having said that the Law arouses Sin, Paul now addresses the natural question – Is the Law itself Sin?  His answer is emphatic – “May it never be!”
· But if the Law arouses Sin, and the Christian must be free from it, how can Paul say the Law is not Sin?  Paul says that without the Law, he would not even know what Sin was!
· Who is the “I” in verses 7 – 12?  There are 4 possibilities:
· “I” is Paul.  He is relating his own experience either:
· When he came of age as a Jewish boy
· When he came to know Christ
· “I” is Adam.  Paul speaks as a human being, caught up in Adam’s representative Sin against God’s Law.
· “I” is Israel.  Paul speaks of the history of his people, for whom the coming of the Law meant not life but death.
· “I” is any person under the Law.
· There are capable defenders of each view.  The key, I think, likes in the following two points:
· Apart from the Law …
· Sin is dead
· I was alive
· When the commandment came …
· Sin sprang to life
· I died
· Let’s consider these points in relation to each of the 4 views:
· Paul
· When was sin “dead” for Paul?
· How was he alive before the Law came?
· How did he “die” when the “commandment” came?
· Adam
· When was sin “dead” for Adam?
· How was Adam alive before the Law (or the Commandment) came?
· How did Adam die when the “commandment” came?
· NOTE:  Some commentators see the fact that Adam was not under the Mosaic Law as a fatal flaw in this view.  But note that it is not the “Law” that came, but the “commandment!”
· Israel
· When was sin “dead” for Israel?
· How was Israel alive before the Law came?
· How did Israel “die” when the Law came?
· Any person under the Law
· When is sin “dead” for this person?
· How was this person “alive” before the Law came?
· How did this person “die” when the Law came?
· Can Paul have more than one of these views in mind?  Which two or three ‘fit’ together the best? __________________________________________.
· Which Commandment is Paul using as an illustration? _____________.
· What does ‘covet’ mean? _________________________________________.
· Review Exodus 20:1 – 17.  List all the commandments that deal with inner thoughts as opposed to outward actions: ______________________________________________________________.
· Why doesn’t Paul list all the things Exodus 20:17 does? ______________________________________________________________.
· Look at Mat 5:21 – 22; 27 – 28; 43 – 44.  Does Jesus add more outward actions to these commandments, or is He more concerned with inner thoughts? _________________________________________________________________.
· Why is coveting a sin? _________________________________________________________________.
· Look at Mat 6:11; 19 – 20; 28 – 34.  Who provides our every need? __________.
· Why is it a sin to desire more than God has provided for us? _________________________________________________________________.
· In light of all this, why does Paul choose this Commandment as an illustration? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Paul concludes that the Law – far from being Sin – is Holy and Righteous and Good.  The power of the Law is to reveal Sin.  But it cannot free us from it.  The Law does not justify (Rom 3:20).  The Law cannot sanctify (Romans 7).  Indeed, living under the Law – even for a Christian – brings only condemnation.  The only way to sanctification is the same way to justification – Jesus Christ alone.
Application:  When did the Law “come” to you?  When did you realize that all your “good” works were not good enough?  Did this happen before or after you called yourself a “Christian?”  Are you truly satisfied and grateful for what God has provided you, or do you sometimes wish for something a little bit more?  Do you think Paul struggled with coveting?  Why or why not?
