Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #29
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Life – Part 3 (Rom 8:9 – 11)
· Class exercise:  Write verses 9 – 10 in your own words:

· 9.  ________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· 10. ________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· ___________________________________________

· In contrast to those who cannot please God, Paul now addresses the Roman Christians.  “You” in verse 9 is emphatic:  “But YOU are not in the flesh…”
· Notice that Paul says that believers are at once “in” the Spirit and that the Spirit is “in” them!  How is this possible? ______________________________________________________________.
· What sense do you get from the word “dwells?”  Is it a temporary residence or permanent?  ____________________________________________________.
· Compare with Col 2:9
· What do you think Paul means by using “if” twice in this verse?  Do you think Paul is in doubt about the Romans being Christians? ____________________.
· Notice that Paul jumps from “you” when speaking about being “in the Spirit,” back to the impersonal “anyone” when speaking about “not belonging to Him.”  Why do you think he does this? _____________________________________.
· Why do you think Paul calls the Spirit both “the Spirit of God” and “the Spirit of Christ?”
· Do all Christians have the Spirit of Christ, or only mature Christians? _________________________________________________________________.
· Can you prove your answer by what Paul says in Romans 8?  _________________________________________________________________.
· Compare 1 Cor 3:16

· Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that only the “anointed of Jehovah” – those Jehovah’s Witnesses who were baptized prior to about 1935 – have the Holy Spirit in them.  How might you use this verse – indeed, this entire chapter – to plant a seed of doubt in the heart of a Jehovah’s Witness that he or she might not be one of “Christ’s own?” ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· In verses 10 and 11, Paul says that it is Christ that is in the believer.  Notice the shift from “Spirit of God” to “Spirit of Christ” to “Christ” and back to “Spirit of Him (God)” / “Spirit.”  This is a very practical demonstration of the Trinity in Paul’s understanding of God’s work in salvation.
· What does Christ do? _______________________________________.
· What does the Spirit do? _____________________________________.
· What will the Father do? _____________________________________.
· The Greek for “the spirit is alive” is “the spirit is LIFE (Greek: Zoē).”  Many translators take “spirit” here to be the believer’s spirit (NIV: “your spirit”).  But this requires that the Greek noun Zoē be taken as an adjective (“alive”) and adds the idea of possession (“your”) which is not in the text.  It is better, I think, to take “Spirit” here to mean the same thing is does in verses 9 and 11 – the Holy Spirit.  In this reading, “The body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is Life because of righteousness.”
· Whether it is “your spirit” or the Holy Spirit, we are not simply “alive” in Christ – we have LIFE IN HIM!  We have life in Christ because of His righteousness imparted through faith.
· In verse 11, Paul draws out another implication of the Spirit of Life dwelling in us – the surety of our resurrection by God the Father through the Holy Spirit.
· Which member of the Trinity raised Jesus from the dead?
· Father:  Romans 6:4
· Son:  John 2:19
· Spirit: Romans 8:11
· God: Colossians 2:12
· Notice that, just as in verse 9, the Spirit “indwells” (makes His home in) the believer.  If the Spirit is “Life,” then it follows that even the mortality of the body cannot stop Him from imparting that Life to us.  The power of the Spirit in our hearts overpowers and overcomes our mortality – as it does our sin nature – and guarantees us immortality in our resurrected bodies.
· What stage of the salvation process is Paul addressing in verses 1 - 10?  Circle one:
· Justification
· Sanctification
· Glorification

· Homework:  Re-read verses 1 – 11.  List the blessings we obtain by virtue of having the Holy Spirit dwell in us:
