Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #3

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greeting – Introducing the Gospel According to Paul, Part 1 (vv. 1 – 7)

Exercise 1:  Imagine the Apostle Paul was coming to Shepherd’s Community Church in two weeks.  You are writing a letter to him.  What 3 things would you tell him about yourself.  What 3 questions would you ask him?

· The Gospel Regarding God’s Son
· “Set apart for the gospel of God”
· “set apart” = aphorizō
· “Pharisee” = Pharisaios
· Gospel (Isaiah 52:7 [Rom 10:15], 1 Cor 15:3-4, 2 Cor 3:14-21)
· Paul’s work was focused on one thing: proclaiming the Gospel (1 Cor 1:17)
· “Promised beforehand through His prophets”
· The gospel can only be “of God” if it stands in continuity with the revelation of God in the Old Testament.
· Paul stresses throughout Romans that God’s work in Christ is exactly what God promised Israel (and the Gentiles) from the beginning.
· The Bible of Paul’s day was the documentary evidence of the Gospel.  Paul declares that it was supernatural (“holy”) from the hands of God’s prophets (called, set apart by God to proclaim His Word).
· “Concerning His Son”
· What does the “Son of God” mean?
· Messiah (Ps 2:7, Heb 1:5)
· Intimacy (John 5:19-20, Rom 8:3, 32)
· Deity (Matt 26:63-65 [see Acts 14:14], John 5:18)
· “According to the flesh … through the Spirit of holiness”
· Could be speaking of the two natures in Christ (NIV)
· Or could be speaking of two stages of Christ’s existence (NASB)
· “Declared” = horizō =  “Appointed”
· “Appointed Son-of-God-in-Power” (cf., Acts 2:36)
· In either case, both aspects of Christ’s heritage are exalted – from David on the human side; from God on the divine.
