Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #42
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel and the Plan of God – God’s Call and the Prophets (Romans 9:25 – 30)

· These verses continue to answer the question Paul has asked in verse 6:  Has the word of God failed?
· Following on verse 24 which defines those who are “called” as the remnant of Israel plus the Gentile converts, Paul provides two prooftexts from the OT.
· The first pertains to the Gentiles.  Read Hosea 2:13 – 13.  Who are those that Hosea is speaking of, those who are not God’s people? _________________.
· Hint:  Read Hosea 1:10
· Why does Paul quote this verse? Couldn’t he have used another from the OT that specifically refers to Gentile believers? __________________________.
· Some commentators do not think Paul is referring to the Gentiles in this example; they see him giving two examples of how God calls His remnant from Israel.  Are they right?  Why or why not? ______________________________________________________.
· Paul sees the fulfillment of God’s prophecy to be the church.  “Those who are not my people” includes the Gentiles, for Paul.
· Calvin sees this idea implicit in Hosea.
· The second example pertains to Israel.  Here Paul first uses the term “remnant,” a quotation from Isaiah.  What better evidence could Paul give to prove that God’s word had not failed?  The present state of Israel in which only a small percentage were “called” to accept Jesus as their Messiah is precisely what God said He would do, and what He has done throughout Salvation History.
· What does “execute His word upon the earth mean?”  See Isa 10:23ff
· The remnant doctrine which can be found throughout the OT has both a negative and positive application – which Paul undoubtedly intends by quoting this verse.  
· Negative:    Judgment for the unrighteous
· Positive:     God will save His remnant
Israel and the Plan of God – Israel’s Plight and the Gentile’s Blessing (Rom 9:30 – 33)  – Part 1

· “What then shall we say?”  This question begins a new section in Paul’s argument.  It refers back to the main topic – Israel’s rejection of the Messiah and the Gentiles Acceptance of Him.
· In the previous section, Paul highlighted God’s calling and sovereign action in salvation.  In this section, Paul focuses on the role of human response.
· What is the Gentile’s response to the Gospel?
· Did Paul know that at least some Gentiles sought after (human) righteousness?  See Acts 17:22.
· Then what kind of “righteousness” is Paul talking about here? See Romans 3:21 – 22.
· What is the significance of the Gentiles not “having sought” righteousness?  See Romans 9:16.
· What is Israel’s response to the Gospel?
· Notice that the Jews were pursuing not simply “righteousness” but “the law of Righteousness.”
· What is the “law of Righteousness?”  Three possible answers:
· “law” (Greek: nomos) can mean “principle” or “rule.”  Thus, Israel pursued a worthy goal (righteousness) but did so in the wrong way, not on the basis of faith, but on works (v. 32).
· “law” means the OT “Law” – the Mosaic Covenant, in broad application, more or less synonymous with the OT scriptures.  Thus, the pursuit of the Law was a noble one, but the Jews thought it could be fulfilled by works, and missed the equal weight faith is given in the Law.
· “law” means the specific “Law of Moses,” the commandments God gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  This view parallels other verses such as 3:21 and 10:5.  Thus, Israel pursued the Law which promises righteousness to all who keep it, not on the basis of faith but as if it could actually be attained on the basis of works.
· Paul has nothing against Israel seeking to keep the Law in and of itself.  The problem is that in not pursuing the Law though faith caused Israel to stumble over Christ, the chief cornerstone of the Gospel.  Israel missed the Messiah who was the culmination of the Law because they chose to remain focused on the Law itself and their own pursuit of it.
· Second, the Law’s promise of righteousness could never be met by sinful humans (Romans 3:9; 3:20), thus Israel failed to meet the Law’s objective because she could not produce the works necessary to meet the Law’s demands.
· Paul concludes chapter 9 with another delineation of Christ as the exclusive means by which we receive the “righteousness of God.”  The imagery of Christ as the stone serves two purposes:
· It provides the perfect metaphor for Israel’s present state
· It ties Israel’s present state back to a specific OT prophecy
