Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #47
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

All Israel Will Be Saved – Part 1 (Romans 11:11 – 15)

· In verses 1 – 10, Paul teaches that the rejection of Israel is not total – there is still His remnant among physical Israel.  Now, Paul teaches that Israel’s rejection of the Gospel is not final – a time will come when “all Israel will be saved” (v. 26).
· Read Genesis 50:20 and Romans 8:28.

· Does Israel intend her rejection of God for good or evil?

· Does God intend Israel’s rejection of Him for good or evil?

· What does Paul say has come because of Israel’s sin ______________________.

· What does Paul say is the purpose of the Gentile’s salvation? ________________.

· Word Study: parazēlōs “provoke to jealousy”
· Zēlō = “zeal”; para = “alongside”
· Often used of God’s “jealousy” c.f., “I am a jealous God.” (Cf. 1 Corinthians 10:22).   But see Gal 5:20!
· Perhaps “zeal for the same rewards” might get at the sense

· NIV:  “salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.”
· Tools for word studies:

1. Concordance
· Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
· NASB Exhaustive Concordance

· NIV Exhaustive Concordance (not Strong’s Numbers)
2. Lexicon

· Beginners

· Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary
· Intermediate
· Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (1 volume edition)
· Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (coded with Strong’s Numbers)
3. Bible Software

· Free!  E-Sword (http://www.e-sword.net)

· Bibleworks

· Libronix

· Quickverse

· How to do a word study:

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s illumination

2. Compare different translations

· NIV, NASB, ESV, NKJV

· Darby’s, Young’s Literal

· Interlinears with ‘literal Greek’ 

· Paraphrases: NLB, Phillips

3. Determine what the Greek (or Hebrew/Aramaic) word is

· Jealous = Strong’s G3863

4. Find other verses in the Bible in which this word appears (but use caution – the same word can mean different things in different contexts!)

5. Look up “Jealous” in Vine’s (this will also get you to the Strong’s Number)

· “provoke to jealousy (KJV “emulation”)…”

6. Use the Strong’s Number to get a fuller definition in Thayer’s

· To provoke to jealousy or rivalry (Rom 11:11, 14)

· To provoke to anger (1 Cor 10:22)

7. See how different possible meanings of the word suit the present context

8. Refer to commentaries by solid Evangelical scholars

· Stiffler:  “to provoke the [Jews] to emulation.  ‘Jealousy’ is not the best word.”

· Moo:  always means “jealousy,” but here is used in a positive sense.
9. Prayerfully consider which meaning seems best.  Remember that “meaning” is never contained in a single word – single words usually have a range of possible meanings.  In a given context, a word will exhibit one of its possible meanings – and that “meaning” will contribute to the overall “sense” of the verse or passage under consideration.

· Let’s place “jealousy” in its proper context.  Read verses 11 – 15.  Which meaning do you think suits this word best – a negative “jealousy or anger” or a positive “enviousness or zeal to receive what the Gentiles have received?”
