Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #5

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Review

Exercise 2:  We have read that Paul was called by God to be an Apostle; that the Roman church was called by God to belong to Jesus Christ and to be “saints” (holy, set apart for God’s purpose).  What do you think God is calling you to do, or to be?\

Paul’s Concern for the Roman Church – Part 1 (vv. 8 – 12)

· Thanksgiving
· Greek Letters often included a thanksgiving to the gods as the second main section
· See 1 Cor 1:4; Phil 1:3; Col 1:3; 1 Th 1:2; 2 Th 1:3; Philemon 4
· What is unique about Paul’s thanksgiving in Romans?
· “First” – is there a “second” or “third” or “Last?”
· What does Paul thank God for?  Why?
· See Eph 1:18; Col 1:12
· The Roman Catholic Church uses this verse to prove that the Roman church was the leading church in term of faith and obedience.  What other reasons can you think of why the faith of the Roman church might be famous?
· See 1 Thess 1:8
· Prayer
· Paul often follows his thanksgivings with assertions about his constancy in prayer for the people he is writing to.
· Who is Paul’s witness?  Why?
· Compare 2 Cor 1:23; Gal 1:20; Phil 1:8; 1 Thess 2:5, 10
· Why does Paul invoke God’s Name in these verses?
· Are these verses oaths?  What about Matt 5:33-37 and James 5:12?
· Greek onmuō “To swear an oath to someone; to confirm a truth by swearing by someone” – See Heb 6:13
· What sense do you think Jesus (and James) are speaking of?  In what sense is Paul making an oath?
· The word “serve” means to render sacred service, as a priest in the Temple
· What did the OT priests do and how is Paul’s “service” similar to what they did?
· “Unceasingly” … “Always”
· Is Paul praying every minute of every day for the Roman church?
· What is Paul’s prayer?  
· Paul wishes to come to Rome
· By whose will?  See James 4:14-17
· Paul wishes to impart “some” spiritual gift
· This gift is indefinite (“some”).  Probably a spiritual blessing of some sort.  It’s purpose is clear – to strengthen faith
· Paul wishes to be encouraged together with the Roman church
· “That is” – a correction or elaboration?
· The mutual encouragement will be by faith – “yours and mine”
· The faith they share is something they have in common, yet the gifts they have are distinct – but together they are one body, and their gifts (used together) bring mutual edification
· Why do you think Paul is so concerned to tell the Roman church about his prayers for them?  Is there someone you think God is calling you to pray for “without ceasing?”  If so, how will you accomplish this?

