Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #50
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

All Israel Will Be Saved – Part 4 (Romans 11:27 – 36)

· Read Isaiah 59:21 and Jeremiah 31:31-34
· Now read Romans 27.  Why do you think Paul quotes (or refers to) these two passages here? ________________________________________________.

· Hint:  What is Paul’s purpose in writing this chapter?

· Do you think “choice” (“election”: NIV, ISV, ESV; Greek eklogē) in Verse 28 means individual election to salvation?  _________________________________.
· If not, what does it mean? (see Deut. 7:6;Mal. 3:6).

· ___________________________________________________________.

· What do you think the ‘gifts’ are in verse 29? ____________________________.

· Hint:  See Romans 3:2

· In your own words, re-write verses 28 and 29:

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Paul repeats his major point in Chapter 11 once again in verses 30-31:  The disobedience of the Gentiles has led to mercy for them; the disobedience of the Jews will lead to mercy for them as well.  
· Why might the Jews feel jealousy for the Christians in Paul’s day?

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Why might the Jews feel jealousy for the Christians in OUR day?

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· What things could Christians do – individually or collectively – to demonstrate that we are the beneficiaries of God’s blessings – the very blessings he promised the Jewish people in the OT? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· What does Paul mean in verse 32 by the phrase, “He has shut up all in disobedience?” (NASB)
· ISV: For God has locked all people in the prison of their own disobedience
· NIV: For God has bound all men over to disobedience
· ESV: For God has consigned all to disobedience
· Greek: sugkleiō - To shut up together, enclose, like fish in a net
· Greek apeitheia – obstinacy, opposition to the divine will.
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What does Paul mean by “show mercy to all?”  Does this verse teach that all people will eventually be saved? _____.  If not, why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Paul ends chapters 5 – 8 celebrating God’s unshakable love for his people.  He concludes chapters 9 – 11 celebrating Gods’ marvelous plan for humankind.

· Apart from God, what is the most “unsearchable” and “unfathomable” thing that you can think of? ___________________________________________________________.

· Why is God infinitely more “unfathomable” than that? ___________________________________________________________.

· Why do you think Paul specifically talks about God’s judgment and “ways” in exalting God’s superiority over us? ___________________________________________________________.

How do you think Paul would answer the question:  “If God is in control of everything, including salvation, doesn’t that mean that we really don’t have ‘free’ choice?”  Or, “If God will save all Israel, why should we evangelize Jews?”  Or, “If God “shut us all in disobedience, doesn’t that mean the He is ultimately responsible for Sin?”

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Paul concludes with a beautiful doxology:

· “From Him” – He is the source, the origin, the Creator
· “Through Him” – He is the mediator of existence; He upholds, rules, and directs.

· To Him – He is the final cause.  Creation (including us!) does not serve man’s ends, but God’s ends!

· For Paul, these facts are not mere theological fine points, but a profound reason to worship.  All things, all events are full of God.  
