Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #52
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Our Place in the Body of Christ (Romans 12:3 – 8)

· In verse 3, Paul uses a play on words that is not quite as obvious in translation as it is in the original Greek:  “Think not more highly of yourselves than you ought to think; but think in a “realistic-thinking” way.
· Paul reminds us that he is speaking as an Apostle – as one commissioned by God to speak with God’s Own authority.
· Paul’s special “gift of grace” is being a Apostle.
· Paul tells us with God’s Own authority to think soberly and deliberately about what kind of people we are – what gifts we have by God’s grace, and what weaknesses we possess.  And he says to do this “with the measure of faith God has given us.”
· “Measure of faith” may be understood as the faith given collectively to all Christians by which we may “measure” the truth of all things; or
· “Measure of faith” may be the faith given by God to each individual believer.
· Which interpretation do you think best fits the context? _____________.
· The words “of yourself” in actually not present in the Greek.  This seems the most natural reading, because Paul is cautioning us against arrogance.  However, it is also possible that Paul is making a more general admonition: “Do not think about things beyond which God has not granted you faith.”  This would include theological nuances of doctrine that people often like to argue about.  “The opinions of the head, the opinions demanded by one’s theological views, are mischievous unless they are also the opinions of that faith given by the Holy Ghost” (Stifler, Epistle to the Romans, p. 207).
· In verses 4-6, Paul echoes what he had written about 1 year before in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  He compares the “body of Christ,” the Church, with the human body, drawing a parallel between the members of the human body which have different functions, but single purpose.  None may be exalted above the others.  Is the left arm better than the right?  Is the eye superior to the heart?
· This call to humility ties back to verse 3 in which the grace given to Paul to be an Apostle gives him the Authority to command us to be humble in our assessment of ourselves.  We have been “given” faith by God, each in his/her own measure.  In the same way, God has gifted each of us by grace to serve in the Church.
· Do you think Paul would consider the gift of Apostleship greater than the gift of giving or the gift of service?
· What do you think Paul means when he says that we are all “members of one another?” ________________________________________________________.
· When Paul speaks about “prophecy” what do you think he means? ________________________________________________________________.
· Why is it important for those who prophecy to do so “according to the proportion of his faith?” _____________________________________________________.
· “Service” may here refer to the service rendered in the church by deacons (cf., 1 Tim 3:8-13).
· All Christians teach others (Col 3:16), but here Paul is referring to the special gift given to certain believers.  They are pastor/teachers, authors, speakers, apologists, seminary professors, Sunday School teachers, home Bible Study leaders, scholars, and commentators.
· What do you think the gift of “exhortation is? _________________________.  Who would you say has this gift? ___________________________________.
· In what way is “giving” a gift?  Aren’t all believers expected to give? ______________________________________________________________.
· Leaders should lead “diligently” and those who are gifted to show mercy are to do so cheerfully.
· Look over this list.  It is not meant to be exhaustive – there are other gifts mentioned in other passages of Scripture.  But notice that most (with the possible exception of prophecy) are not “miraculous” in nature.  Many gifts may be recognized as “talents” or “avocations” prior to someone coming to Christ.  However, once a person becomes a believer, these “talents” can be used by God to edify and build up his church.  
· As we consider this list, what is the one thing Paul is saying to do with our gifts – regardless of what they are? ________________________________.
· What is the purpose of using our gifts in the church __________________.

· What percentage of “Christians” worldwide do you think are following Paul’s command? ________________________________________________________.

· What percentage of Christians in our church is following Paul’s command?  ________________________________________________________.

· Do you think our church provides opportunities for people to serve? _________________________________________________________.

· Do you feel encouraged to serve by the leaders of our church? _________________________________________________________.
· What are your spiritual gifts? _______________________________.

· Are you using each of them regularly? ________________________.

· Can you think of one new way to use one of your gifts to serve in our church? _________________________________________________________.

