Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #55
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Submission to Authorities (Romans 13:1 – 5)
· Read over this passage carefully.  What two reasons does Paul give for us to submit to civil authorities?

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What does Paul mean by “submit?”  See Eph 5:24; Titus 2:9; 1 Cor 16:16.

· ___________________________________________________________

· In the space below, create an “org-chart” of authorities over us:
· ___________

· ______________

· ________________

· _______________

· ______________

· __________________

· _________________

· _________________

· How many ‘exceptions’ to the rule that God establishes human authorities does Paul allow? _______________________.

· Our natural reaction when reading this passage is to begin to think about exceptions.  Paul lived under a brutal dictatorship in which the emperor proclaimed himself to be a god.  Jesus was crucified under this regime.  Paul himself would be executed by it, as would most of the apostles.

· Do you think Paul would allow exceptions to his command?  Under what circumstances?

· __________________________________________

· What is the Biblical basis for allowing exceptions?

· Acts 5:29

· Why, then, do you think Paul does not mention these exceptions here?

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In light of Paul’s strong teaching, how would you characterize the following events or organizations:

· The American Revolution

· The Civil Rights Movement

· Anti-War Protestors (Viet Nam era)

· Anti-War Protestors (Iraq war)

· Operation Rescue
· The Matthew 10:16 Principle

(Mat 10:16)  “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.”

· In light of this teaching, how would you handle the following situations:

· Your boss forbids you to evangelize while at work.

· You are a missionary in a country that forbids proselytizing.

· Your unsaved in-laws ask you not to discuss the Gospel with them.

· The State of California recognizes gay marriage.
· Your sister tells you her “Christian” husband has beaten her and their children.  She wants to be “a good, Christian wife.”
· Your Christian friend asks you to picket an Abortion Clinic in violation of the law.
· Your child’s school forbids him to wear Christian symbols on jewelry or clothing.

· Your unsaved spouse asks your daughter not to read the Bible.

· Excurses:  Is Capital Punishment taught in 13:4
· Is capital punishment taught in the Old Testament? 

· Clearly taught to the nation of Israel

· General principle taught in Gen 9:6

· The context in verse 4 is the state’s right to punish wrongdoers.
· What does “sword” mean?  _______________________________.

· It is very likely that Paul is teaching the right of the state to execute criminals who have “shed the blood of man.”
