Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #56
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Christian Debts (Romans 13:6 – 10)
· From last week…

· Excurses:  Is Capital Punishment taught in 13:4

· Is capital punishment taught in the Old Testament? 

· Clearly taught to the nation of Israel

· General principle taught in Gen 9:6

· The context in verse 4 is the state’s right to punish wrongdoers.

· What does “sword” mean?  _______________________________.

· It is very likely that Paul is teaching the right of the state to execute criminals who have “shed the blood of man.”
· In verse 6, Paul says “for this reason” we are to pay taxes.  For what reason? _______________________________________________________________.
· Paul uses the language of a debt or obligation being paid when he talks about paying taxes.  It is a Christian duty to pay one’s taxes!
· Paul calls government officials “servants” of God in verse 6, and “ministers” in verse 4 (NASB).  In verse 4, the word means “servant” or “slave.”  In verse 6, it has the connotation of a servant in the Temple.  Why do you think Paul calls government officials “servants” with this connotation? ______________________________________________________________.
· Does this change the way you think about your President?  Congress?  Local government? ___________________________________.

· Does this mean that all government servants believe they are allowed to be in office by God’s decree? ______________________.
· Does this mean that all government servants follow Biblical principles in governing? ____________________________.
· Does this mean that when governments do not uphold Biblical principles we have the right to not pay taxes? ____________________.
· In verse 7, Paul lists four obligations we must meet as Christians:
· Taxes  ___________________________
· Customs  _________________________
· Fear  _____________________________
· Honor  ___________________________
· Read Matthew 22:15 – 22.  What similarities do you see between Paul’s teaching and Jesus’ teaching? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What is the most important thing we can do for our government leaders – whether we agree with their policies or not? (see 1 Timothy 2:1-2). ________________.
· What specifically should we pray for? __________________________.
· In verse 8, Paul says we are to owe “nothing to anyone except love.”  Does this mean that Christians are never to incur debt (buying a house by use of a bank mortgage)? _________.
· What does it mean to ‘owe nothing?’ __________________________________________________________.
· Does this mean that Christians should live lifestyles characterized by always being in financial debt, as long as they can afford it? _________________________________________________________.
· Concluding thoughts
· In this section, Paul has bee talking about our ‘debts’ as Christians -  both to earthly governments and to one another.  Keep in mind the ‘chain of command,’ or ‘Organizational chart’ we put together last week, with God at the head, followed by Christ, the Spirit, earthly governments, the Church, family, etc.
· When Paul talks about “submission” to authorities he is not talking about absolute obedience no matter what.  If a government enacts un-Biblical laws, Christians are not obligated to follow them (Acts 5:29).
· In a “free” society, Christians may protest, picket, lobby, or otherwise seek to change government policy to achieve a more Bible-based society, because these are allowed under our laws.
· The over-arching theme is that Christians are to recognize that all authority structures are in place by God’s decree.
