Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #57
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Christian and the Law (Romans 13:8 – 10)
· “Except Love.”  Paul says that the only unpaid debt we should have is love for one another.  How, exactly, is love a “debt” that can never be paid back? ________________________________________________________________.
· When Paul says “one another,” he usually means other Christians.  Do you think this is Paul’s meaning here, or is Paul making a universal command to love everyone, whether Christian or not? _____________________.
· What Biblical evidence can you provide to support your answer: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· What reason does Paul give for loving “one another?” (verse 8b) __________________________________________________________________
· What “Law” does Paul mean? _________________________________________
· Moral Law
· Civil Law
· Ceremonial Law
· How does loving “one another” fulfill the Law? Which of the following do you think this means?

· If you keep the Law, you will love one another
· If you love one another, you will keep the Law
· What is our obligation as Christians towards the Law?
· Are we to follow all of the Law from the OT?
· Are we free from keeping the Law, now what we are under grace?
· Are we to follow only those OT laws specifically confirmed or changed in the NT?
· Are we to follow all OT laws except those denied or specifically changed in the NT?
· What is the purpose of the Law for Christians?  The Reformers emphasized three functions:
· To bring knowledge of sin (Rom 3:20) in order to move one to seek grace (emphasized by Luther)
· to restrain evil doers with the fear of punishment
· to help one learn better the nature of God’s will and thus arouse to obedience and good words (emphasized by Calvin).
· What was the purpose of the Law for Paul?
· Salvation?
· Sanctification?
· What does Paul say is the purpose of the Law? (Romans 3:20-28; 7:7)
· What came first, covenant or Law? (See Romans 4:1-5)
· God gave the Law because it was an expression of His ___________.  It was the way He wanted His covenant people to live. 
· It was to be internalized and applied to every aspect of one’s life.
· Under the New Covenant, the Law will be written on people’s _____________.
· Read Matt 5:17-20.  Put these verses in your own words:
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Read Matt 5:21 – 48.  Does Jesus affirm the commandments he mentions?  Does He go beyond them? ________________________________________________
· See also Matt 5:27-28.  Does this change the OT Law (Exod 20:14)
· And Deut 24:1-4 and Matt 5:31-32; 1 Cor 7:10-16)
· What about the Sabbath observance?
· Jn 20:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2)
· What other Laws have been specifically affirmed and not changed in the NT?
· Luke 10:27
· 1 Peter 1:15-16
· Compliance with God’s Law is thus a matter of inward delight spontaneously embraced.  It is in this sense that Christians live not under the Law of Moses but according to the Law of Christ (Gal 6:2).

· The Law is a powerful guide to our growth in Christ (sanctification), cf. James 2:8.

· Ultimately, the Christian is bound by the Law of Christ (the “Laws” in the NT).  These Laws are written on the heart by the Holy Spirit.  Our new birth gives us a love for Christ and for his commandments (Jn 14:23-24).  We also love the principles behind the Law of the OT that are not now binding on us, because they are still expressions of God’s will for His People.
