Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #58
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Living in Light of the Day (Romans 13:11 – 14)
· Paul’s conclusion is simply this:  Love one another and do not revel in sin, because the Day of the Lord’s Return is near.

· Paul concludes this section of his letter, which began at 12:1

· Notice how Paul’s commands break down into three contrasts:

· Put off … / Put on …  (v. 12b)

· Walk decently…/ Not in … (v 13)

· Put on the Lord Jesus Christ / Make not provision for the flesh (v 14)

· Paul uses the imagery of day and night on two levels:

· Night represents a time of sinful indulgence

· Day represent a time of righteous living, characterized by loving one another.

· Night represents the time prior to the “Day of the Lord”

· The Day of the Lord represents the Return of Jesus and His Judgment of the world

· OT:  Isa 27; Jer 30:8-9; Joel 2:32; Obad 15-17

· NT:  1 Cor 1:8; 5:5;  2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6; 1:10; 2:16; 1 Thess 5:2; 2 Thess 2:2; Eph 4:30; Rom 2:5; 2:16; etc.

· See in particular 1 Thess 5:1-10 and Eph 5:14 (which may be an ancient baptismal formula)

· In “light” of this imagery, what does Paul mean when he enjoins us to “awaken from sleep?”  What does ‘sleep’ represent for us?

· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· See Romans 12:1-2; Mark 13:33-37

· What does Paul mean when he says: “Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed?”  Why does he speak of ‘salvation’ as being in the future?

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Is salvation a point in time, or a process? __________________________

· When Paul says, “the day is near,” is he saying that he believed that Jesus would return within his lifetime, perhaps in the next few years?  Consider these verses:

· Phil 4:5, 1 Thess 4:15

· Do these verse sound as if Paul expected to be alive when Jesus returned?

· Does Paul ever predict a near return of Jesus?

· What are some ‘signs of the times’ by which we will know that the Second Coming is near?

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Had any of these taken place when Paul was writing his letters? ________

· What was Jesus’ teaching about the time of His Return ____________________________________________________________

· We must acknowledge that there are two lines of evidence in the NT about the timing of the Lord’s Return:

· Some verses tell of specific events that must occur before the Second Coming.  Thus, the coming of the Lord cannot happen “at any time.”

· Some verses tell us to be watchful and “awake,” for the Son could return at any time, at a time we do not expect.

· Four possible solutions:

· Jesus can only return when the signs have been fulfilled.  They have not all been fulfilled, therefore Christ cannot come now

· Jesus can return at any time because the signs have already been fulfilled
· Jesus can return at any time because the signs may have already been fulfilled, but we think this unlikely.

· There are two “Second Comings:” One a ‘secret’ coming for the Church (the Rapture); the other the Day of the Lord when Christ Return in judgment.  The “Perousia” can happen at any time; the Day of the Lord only after all the signs have been fulfilled.

· What, then, does Paul mean?

· Perhaps the best way to understand Paul’s teaching about the Second Coming is this:  “On the certainty of the event, our faith is grounded: by the uncertainty of the time, our hope is stimulated, and our watchfulness aroused” (Alford).  

· Paul was certain that the “Lord was near,” in the sense that He would Return.  This is the foundation of his teaching in this section of Romans.  Yet, Paul knows that only the Father knows the time of the Son’s return, and so Paul makes no overt predictions about it.

· Paul concludes this section of his letter with a call for us to ‘put on the armor of light’ and make not provision for the flesh. Rather, we must clothe ourselves with Christ – when one ‘puts on’ clothing (or armor!), one is fully covered and protected from the natural elements.  Paul warns us to avoid the temptations of the natural elements (the flesh) and protect ourselves by the covering of Christ – our hope, our faith, our shield!
