Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #59
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Receive the Weaker Brother (Romans 14:1 – 23)
· What is the “strong” Christian in Rome doing?
· Eats _______________
· Regards all days ______________
· Drinks __________________
· What is the “weak” Christian in Rome doing?
· Eats only ________________
· Regards some days as __________________
· Drinks no ________________
· Scholars have offered a number of theories about who the “strong” and who the “weak” are.  Who do you think they are?
· Strong:  __________________________________________________
· Weak:  ___________________________________________________
· Consider:
· Mark 7:19, Acts 10; 15; Gal 2:11-15
· Keep in mind that the “Strong” and the “Weak” are both “born-again” Christians.  The “weak” are not teaching a false Gospel
· However, what are the “weak” saying about the “strong?”
· Read 1 Corinthians 8
· What similarities do you see between these two chapters?
· ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Who are the “weak” in this chapter?  Who are the “strong?” ___________________________________________________________
· Why do some wish to avoid eating meat sacrificed to idols? ___________________________________________________________

· Why does Paul say meat sacrificed to idols is not tainted in any way? ___________________________________________________________
· But what is Paul’s concern about the “freedom” that allows a “strong” believer to each meat sacrificed to idols? __________________________________________________________
· What is Paul’s solution? ______________________________________
· What principle can we draw from this solution? __________________________________________________________
· Does Paul consider himself to be one of the weak, or one of the strong? ________
· Romans 14:1
· Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. NASB
· Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. NIV

· Accept the person who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of arguing over differences of opinion. ISV
· As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. ESV

· Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. (KJV)
· The idea here is that the ‘strong’ should welcome the ‘weak’ into full Christian fellowship, and not for the purpose of arguing over matters that are 1) not vital to salvation; and 2) are debatable.
· The ‘weak’ are not likely to be argued out of their beliefs; they must grow out of them.
· The ‘weak’ may be a minority, but they are a vocal minority, condemning the ‘strong’ for their behavior.
· On what basis does Paul say that the strong should accept the weaker brother? (verse 3)? _____________________________________________________
· Paul expands this idea in verse 4.  We are not to judge the servant of another?  Whom does the ‘weak’ Christian serve? _______________________
· And who sustains the faith of the weak (and the strong?) ________________
· The Watchtower teaches that its members should never celebrate Christmas or birthdays, because they are pagan in origin. Read verse 5 again.  What do you think Paul would say to such a person? (see vv 5-13).
· What general application can we draw from what Paul says here: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What does Paul mean in verse 13 by “putting a stumbling block” in front of your brother? _________________________________________________________
· Read verses 13 – 20.  When is eating “all things” acceptable for Christians?  When is it not acceptable (or “evil”)? __________________________________
· In what sense does Paul mean that eating meant may “destroy” the weaker brother or sister? __________________________________________________
· Read verses 20 – 23.  Are Christians free in Christ to eat all things, to keep (or not keep) holidays, to drink wine? ________________________
· Are those who have faith to do these things weak or strong? ___________
· Then why should Christians ‘give them up’ for the sake of those ‘weaker’ in the faith? _______________________________________________
· Ironically, those who wish to fulfill the law by legalism cannot do so; but those who freely give up their freedom for the sake of their weaker brothers and sisters out of love, actually fulfill the law (Rom 13:8).
· How is Unity in the Church to be achieved? __________________________

