Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #62
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Unity in the Church - Part 4 (Romans 15:7 – 9)
· Verse 7 serves as a concise summary of Romans 14:1 – 15:13:  Receive one another as Christ has received you.”
· What does “receive” (or “accept”) mean?  In what ways should we welcome other Christians – even those “weaker” (or “stronger”) in the faith than ourselves? ________________________________________________________
· Should we receive them to change their views? __________
· Should we receive them out of duty? _____________
· Should we receive them out of pity? ______________
· Should we receive them but refuse to fully include them in fellowship and worship? ________
· On what basis does Christ receive us? _____________________
· Then, on what basis should we receive other Christians? ____________.
· Paul begins verse 8 with “For I say…”  This is a rhetorical device to underscore what follows as a particularly solemn declaration.  The declaration, which emphasizes a theme we’ve seen throughout the book of Romans, is this:  God has fulfilled the promise of the Abrahamic covenant by bringing Gentiles into the people of God through the Gospel.  
· Paul reminds them of this truth in order to encourage them to ‘receive one another.’
· Paul has been talking about the “strong” and the “weak” in faith.  Do you think the fact that he mentions Jews and Gentiles here as he wraps up his argument is significant in determining who the ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ are?  ___________________________________________________________

· Why do you think Paul uses the unusual phrase “servant of (or to) the circumcision?” to describe Jesus’ ministry?  ______________________________________________________________

· We may understand Paul’s statement in one of two ways:
· I say:
· That Christ has become a servant of the circumcision for the sake of the truth of God, in order to confirm the promises to the fathers;
· And that the Gentiles are glorifying God for the sake of His mercy

Or,
· I say that Christ has become a servant of the circumcision for the sake of the truth of God,
· In order to confirm the promises make to the fathers
· And in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for the sake of His mercy
· The second may be preferred for the following reason:
· Throughout Romans, Paul wishes to maintain the exact equality between Jews and Gentiles
· But also to assert the primacy of the Jews in Salvation history (c.f., 1:16).
· In this view, Jesus’ mission has two benefits 
· to confirm the Promise to the fathers
· to bring the Gentiles into the people of God
· Thus, Paul reminds the “weak” (primarily Jewish Christians) that the “strong” are full members of the people of God, the “wild olive shoots” that have been grafted in (11:17).  At the same time, Paul reminds the “strong” (primarily Gentile Christians) that the status they enjoy rests on a Jewish foundation, “the root that supports you” (11:18).
· Paul also reminds the Gentiles that while God made promises to Israel, which He shall surely keep, they have been ‘grafted’ into the people of God through His mercy (of course, the Promise itself is one of pure grace as well!).
· Starting in the second half of verse 9, Paul – once again! – grounds his Gospel in the rich soil of the Old Testament.  The first quotation is from Ps 18:49.  
· Read Psalm 18: 30 – 50.  What is the context of verse 49 in its original setting? __________________________________________________
· Is Paul using this verse to refer to its original context? _____________
· Remember, Paul is grounding his assertion that the Gentiles will glorify God as a result of Christ’s mission.  In light of this, do you think it is possible that Paul understands this verse to be Messianic? _____________
· If yes, then who is the “I” who is speaking? _______________________
· It would fit Paul’s purposes perfectly if he were attributing this praise of God to Christ.  Through His death and resurrection, Gentiles who had not known the righteous rule of the Lord can now be brought into submission to Him, glorifying Him for His mercy to them.
· Application Question:  Do you think most Christians understand that salvation comes through God’s mercy?  

· Why do we need God’s mercy to save us? ____________________
· What are we saved from? _________________________________  .
· How does Christ’s sacrifice save us from God’s wrath? ______________________________________________________ .
· What are some practical ways we can share these truths with others?
