Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #68
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greetings & Love Expressed - Part 3 (Romans 16:3-7)

.

· Prisca and Aqulia
· “Priscilla” is the diminutive form of “Prisca.”  This missionary husband and wife team are mentioned 6 times in the NT (in 4, Prisca is named first).
· Paul first met them in Corinth (Acts 18:2).  Why were they in Corinth?
· What trade did they have in common with Paul (Acts 18:3)?
· Paul ministered with them for a time, then left them in Ephesus (Acts 18:18).
· What role did they play in the spiritual growth of Apollos (Acts 18:26)?
· Paul joined them in Ephesus for a lengthy ministry (1 Cor 16:19).
· They returned to Rome, possibly to prepare for Paul’s arrival (Rom 16:3)
· They later returned to Ephesus (2 Tim 4:19).
· Paul calls them “fellow workers.”  They are not Apostles, teachers, elders, or prophets.  They were laborers for Christ.  We would call them “missionaries,” yet except perhaps for their final return to Ephesus, it appears that they simply witnessed for Christ wherever they were.
· Paul says they “risked their necks for him.”  When this was, we cannot say for certain, but read Acts 19:23-41.
· Why do you think Paul might say that not only does he “give thanks” for them, but also all the Gentile churches?
· Prisca and Aquila are well-traveled and have a house large enough for a church to meet there.  What does this say about them socially?
· There are many ‘heroes of the faith’ in the Bible.  Prisca and Aquila are not mentioned as often as Paul or the other Apostles, or Luke or Barnabas.  Little is said about them directly.  But what lessons of faith can we learn from what Paul and Luke have written about them?
· Mary
· Mary is a common Jewish name, and on this basis most commentators believe she was Jewish.  She is described “working hard for” the Roman church.  Some commentators argue that “work” (kopiaō) is a technical term meaning “missionary work,” but the evidence is rather thin.
· In any event, how hard a worker she must have been to have earned this appellation from the Apostle Paul!
· Andronicus and Junias
· Paul refers to these two individuals as his ‘kinsmen’ or ‘relatives.’  The Greek word can mean a blood relation, but Paul may be using it here metaphorically to mean a fellow Jew (see Rom 9:3).
· Andronicus is a common Greek name, so he was apparently a Hellenistic Jew – one who lived and probably was born in Gentile lands.
· There is some doubt about his “partner.”  The name in Greek is Iounian, and depending on how the word is accented, is either:
· A man named Junianus (shortened to Junias) – NIV, NASB
· A woman named Junia – KJV, NRSV
· The earliest Greek manuscripts of the NT lacked most forms of punctuation, including accents.  The first with accents appeared in the 13th century, and these favored the male name (with one important exception.
· Commentators before the 13th century were unanimous in seeing Junia as a woman.  Many modern commentators are returning to this view.

· While Paul contracts other names in this list, the contraction of Junias for Junianus does not elsewhere exist.
· Junia is a very common Latin name of the period.
· Therefore, it is likely that Paul is here addressing another husband and wife team.
· “Fellow prisoners”
· Like Paul, it appears that Andronicus and Junia were imprisoned for the Gospel, possibly at the same time.
· “Outstanding”
· Paul praises them as “outstanding” – an indication of their stature and fame in the early church.
· “Among the Apostles”
· This phrase can be rendered, “esteemed by the apostles” or “known by the Apostles” (ESV, KJV)
· Or, it can be rendered, “among the apostles” (NASB, ISV, RSV)
· It is more natural to render it as the NASB does.  This leads to some issues:
· Is Paul saying that Junia (if she is a SHE) is an Apostle?
· If so, does this mean that there is no limit to the office a woman may hold in the church?
· It is for this reason that so many modern scholars argue that Junia is a woman!

· Read 1 Cor 15:5 and 7
· See also 1 Cor 9:5-6; Acts 14:4,14.  The word “apostle” does not always mean the Twelve.  It may mean simply, “missionary.”
