Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #69
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Paul’s Greetings & Love Expressed - Part 4 (Romans 16:8-16)

· "Those who are of Aristobulus" - probably members (especially slaves) of the household of a man named Aristobulus.  By not greeting Aristobulus, Paul indicates that he was not a believer.  Indeed, he may have been dead, for there is some reason to identify this man as Aristobulus, the brother of King Herod Agrippa I, who died in 48 or 49ad.

· Agrippa went to Rome, accompanied by his brother, as a hostage.  Josephus mentions both in his Antiquities and The Jewish War.  Josephus says that Aristobulus never held public office.  Aristobulus is a rare name in Rome during the 1st Century, making the identification more likely.

· "Herodian" - The identification of Aristobulus with the Herodian family gains some strength from the fact that Paul next greets a man who apparently was a freed Jewish slave in the service of one of the Herods.  The name "Herodian" appears nowhere in Roman records of the time.

· "Narcissus" - the name of a well-known freedman who served the Emperor Claudius and who committed suicide just before Paul wrote Romans.  Those mentioned will be members of his household.

· "Rufus" is a fairly common Roman name, so it is hard to say with certainty who this "elect one" was.  However, Rufus was the name of one of the sons of Simon of Cyrene who carried the cross of  Jesus (Mark 15:21).  If Mark, the companion of Peter, wrote his Gospel from Rome, it is possible that he connects Simon with two well-known Christians in Rome - and that this same Rufus is the one Paul greets here.

· "Holy kiss" - Such requests are common at the end of Paul's letters (1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thess 5:26; see also 1 Peter 5:14).  By the 2nd Century, the 'holy kiss' had become part of the Christian worship service (called by the early church fathers the "kiss of peace").  It is possible that this practice was already present in the church in Paul's day, and that he wishes his greetings to be given during a worship service.

But we, after we have thus washed him who has been convinced and has

assented to our teaching, bring him to the place where those who are called

brethren are assembled, in order that we may offer hearty prayers in

common for ourselves and for the baptized person, and for

all others in every place, that we may be counted worthy, now that we

have learned the truth, by our works also to be found good citizens and

keepers of the commandments, so that we may be saved with an

everlasting salvation. Having ended the prayers, we salute one another

with a kiss. There is then brought to the president of the brethren bread

and a cup of wine mixed with water; and he taking them, gives praise and

glory to the Father of the universe, through the name of the Son and of the

Holy Ghost, and offers thanks at considerable length for our being counted

worthy to receive these things at His hands. And when he has concluded

the prayers and thanksgivings, all the people present express their assent

by saying Amen. (Justin Martyr, First Apology, Chap 65).

· Two primary lessons may be drawn from Paul's greetings at the end of his Roman letter:

· Paul did not labor alone in his missionary work.  He was not a "lone ranger" Christian.  The work of the church was vibrant in the 1st Century and shared by all active members of the Christian congregations.  In many ways, these servants of the Lord are more proper examples for us to follow than Paul himself, since Paul was the exceptional believer, called dramatically to the office of Apostle and specially commissioned by Christ Himself.  We need not have a special calling or a 'Damascus Road' experience to serve Christ ably and fully.  We can strive to be like Prisca and Aquila, or Persis, or Tryphosa, or Mary, or Apelles - those who "work hard" in the Lord and are approved in Him.

· Paul mentions 9 women in this list.  Five are commended for their work "in the Lord."  Ministry in the early church was never confined to men; passages like this one (and others in Paul's letters) show that women engaged in vital ministries that were just as imporatant as those performed by men.  But it is important to not over-interpret this fact to contradict what Paul writes elsewhere about the types of ministries that are appropriate for women vs men.  

· In conclusion, we may ask:

· If Paul were writing about you, what might he say about your work "in the Lord?"

· What would you want him to write?

· What ways can you better utilize your gifts to improve your effective labor in Christ?

