The Second Thief

Luke 23: 39 - 43

· Have you been crucified?

· Have you been the victim of another’s cruelty?

· Have you suffered wrongfully at the hands of a loved one?

· Has a fellow Christian betrayed you?

· Has the pain and anger and suffering been so great that it amounts to a crucifixion?

· Being crucified by a loved one or fellow Christian is one of the deepest pains a child of God will ever know.  It can leave lasting scars.  Or, it can affect you so powerfully in a positive way as to result in a rebirth.

· Who is the source of your crucifixion?

· Who is the source of Jesus’ crucifixion?

· Does this mean that whoever is causing your suffering is not responsible for it?

· Genesis 50:20

· What is the immediate purpose of your crucifixion?

· What did crucifixion do to Jesus?

· _______________________________

· Of what? _______________________

· Who wants to do this to you? ______________.
· What is the long-term purpose of your crucifixion?

· ______________________________

· ______________________________

· Romans 8:29

· Philippians 3:10

· How does knowing the source and purpose of your crucifixion change your attitude towards your suffering?
· If your suffering comes from men, you are a victim of cruelty

· If your suffering comes from God, you are ___________________.

· Is God being unfair when He chooses you to suffer crucifixion?

· Why or why not? ________________________________.

· How have you handled your crucifixion(s) in the past?

· Anger?

· Defensiveness?

· Self-justification?

· How should we handle it?

· Luke 23:9

· But crucifixions are not easy.  Do not despair if you have not handled yours the same was as our Lord.  It is not too late!

· What was the first thief’s response to being crucified?

· Luke 23:39

· How did he respond to his crucifixion?

· What would you guess was the worst moment in this thief’s life?

· What was the second thief’s response?

· Luke 23:40-43

· Do you think this thief began his crucifixion with the same attitude as the first thief?

· What was the best moment in this thief’s life?

· What do you think this thief would tell us about our own crucifixions?

· What was the difference between this thief and the other one?  What made this thief’s crucifixion a triumph, and the other’s a curse?

· The Gethsemane Moment
· Luke 22:39 - 46

· What is Jesus agonizing about?

· What is Jesus’ will?

· __________________

· But  ______________

· Who sends Jesus to the cross? __________.

· Who sent the second thief to the cross? _______.

· When did the second thief have his “Gethsemane Moment?”

· How about you?  Have you had a Gethsemane Moment?  When did it occur?

· Resurrection

· The Christian world remains almost void of broken believers.  Brokenness is what we need, but seldom ask for!  Being tough and unbroken is considered a virtue.
· The world is in desperate need of men and women whom the Lord has allowed to be crucified.  Men and women who have not only been crucified, but who have yielded to it, avoided none of it, submitted to the hand of God.

· The world needs these resurrected believers, to meet those who are being crucified and who will be.

· Why did God allow this tragedy into your life?

· To destroy all that which is not Christ in you

· To bring you into intimacy with the suffering of Christ, that you may know more deeply how He suffered so much more for you.

· To conform you to the image of His Son

